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When Evan Britton and his team relaunched FamousBirthdays.com in 2012, 
WKH\�KDG�WKH�PRELOH�ZHE�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�PLQG��*RLQJ�PRELOH�HDUO\�R΍HUHG�
FamousBirthdays.com the opportunity to put some competitive distance between 
their site and larger, slower-moving industry players.

The initial challenge was to create a fast, smooth and responsive mobile website that 
guaranteed users a great experience.  Evan, the founder of FamousBirthdays.com, 
explains, “When you’re running a small business, it’s important to stand out. We wanted 
to be ahead of the game and get our mobile site up and running quickly. We also 
WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�YHU\�FRRO�WR�R΍HU�VRPHWKLQJ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�ELJ�SOD\HUV�ȋ�

“Without RWD, we wouldn’t have been able to grow as quickly.” 
— Evan Britton, Founder, FamousBirthdays.com

(YDQ�DGGV��Ȋ:H�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�OHDQLQJ�WRZDUGV�5HVSRQVLYH�:HE�'HVLJQ��5:'��ȋ� 
With Google’s added endorsement, FamousBirthdays.com decided to “put 
HYHU\WKLQJ�LQWR�5:'�ȋ

Evan points out that RWD has many advantages over other methods. It’s scalable, 
allowing developers to adapt quickly.  It is a complete solution that doesn’t require 
changes across multiple sites.  RWD allows FamousBirthdays.com to use a single, 
centralized link, which the team believes is especially important when their link is 
shared using social media. Finally, RWD adapts to a devices’ screen size which suits 
a multi-screen environment.

Assuring quality across all screens

RWD is actually based on browser width. So, for Evan and his team to guarantee an 
excellent user experience on all screens, the design, content and CSS coding were 
all equally important.

 
 
 
 
 

About FamousBirthdays.com
ȏ�Santa Monica, California
ȏ�2΍HUV�ELUWKGDWHV�DQG�SURȴOHV�RI�IDPRXV�

people, ranked by popularity

Goals
ȏ�Capitalize on mobile opportunity
ȏ�Create a fast, responsive website
ȏ�2΍HU�D�JUHDW�XVHU�H[SHULHQFH

Approach
ȏ�Embrace RWD
ȏ�Use RWD to improve overall website 

code quality
ȏ�Encourage and respond to user 

feedback

Results
ȏ�Mobile strategy led to 20-fold increase 

in smartphone visitors in two years
ȏ�Increased awareness of user trends
ȏ�Richer user experience
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FamousBirthdays.com a mobile advantage
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Although FamousBirthdays.com discovered that their existing site wasn’t 
compatible with a number of browser widths initially, the team turned this into 
DQ�DGYDQWDJH��6SHQGLQJ�WLPH�RQ�ȴQGLQJ�DQG�ȴ[LQJ�KROHV�LQ�WKHLU�FRGH�OHG�WR�
considerable improvements to the user experience, and gave them an even  
better chance to move ahead of the competition.

It took the team around six months to implement RWD. Once FamousBirthdays.com 
saw the results, there was no question that it had been time well spent.  

Astonishing results
In June 2012, before implementing RWD, FamousBirthdays.com received 100,000 
YLVLWRUV�IURP�VPDUWSKRQHV��ΖQ�-XQH�������SRVW�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��WKLV�ȴJXUH�KDG�
rocketed to two million. The reason for this astonishing growth is the sheer quality 
of the mobile user experience. 

As Evan says, “The important thing to realize is that growth in the mobile market 
LV�DOO�DERXW�R΍HULQJ�D�EHWWHU�H[SHULHQFH�ȋ��1RW�RQO\�GLG�)DPRXV%LUWKGD\V�FRPȇV�
WUDɝF�JURZ����IROG�E\�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�VLWH�H[SHULHQFH�RQ�PRELOH��WKH�WHDP�DOVR�WRRN�
DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�ȊWKH�SRWHQWLDO�LQ�WKH�PRELOH�VSDFH�WR�JURZ�DG�UHYHQXH�ȋ��$V�WKH�
mobile market matured, Famous Birthdays.com saw their CPMs grow over time.

Happy FamousBirthdays.com
FamousBirthdays.com now employs 12 people, including a dedicated developer, 
QA resource, and editor to make sure all content is approved. 

Monitoring user activity and responding to feedback are essential. “We’re currently 
receiving over four million monthly unique visitors organically on the site, so we have 
D�ORW�RI�WUDɝF��:H�HQFRXUDJH�XVHU�IHHGEDFN�Ȃ�IRU�PH�LWȇV�WKH�EHVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�MRE�Ȃ�DQG�
UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�UHTXHVWV�PDNHV�WKH�VLWH�PRUH�HQJDJLQJ�WR�RWKHU�XVHUV�ȋ�

Today, RWD is integral to everything FamousBirthdays.com does. Evan claims that 
ȊZLWKRXW�5:'��ZH�ZRXOGQȇW�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�JURZ�DV�TXLFNO\�ȋ

About Responsive Web Design
Responsive Web Design allows 
publishers to dynamically control the 
presentation of their websites according 
to the properties of the screen or 
device that these are being viewed on. 
For more information, see Building 
Smartphone-Optimized Websites on the 
Google Developers site.  
 
To learn more, visit: 
developers.google.com

“The important thing to 
realize is that growth  
in the mobile market is 
DOO�DERXW�R΍HULQJ�D�EHWWHU�
experience…the potential  
in the mobile space to grow 
ad revenue is huge.” 
— Evan Britton, Founder, 
FamousBirthdays.com 


