Google+
Hangouts On Air

We’re constantly amazed by the innovative ways the Google+ community is
using Hangouts On Air conducting political debates, broadcasting breaking

Checklist
Get ready to video call

news, performing virtual concerts, hosting photography roundtables,
Your YouTube recording
the way, we’ve received two common requests from users: the ability to
share the Hangout On Air beyond the 10 participants and the ability to

Now, we’re excited to invite you to try out a completely self-service version
of Hangouts On Air, so you can broadcast your conversations to people
full-length recording to your YouTube account, which you can then share

If you’re ready to host a Hangout On Air, this guide will help guide you
through the process and give you some pointers to ensure that your
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System requirements

Supported Operating Systems:

Supported Browsers:
Google Chrome 1O+
Microsoft Internet Explorer (IE) 8+
Mozilla Firefox 16+
Safari 4+

Windows 7
Chrome

Processor Minimum Requirements:
Bandwidth: For 1:1 connections we suggest a 1 Mbps/1 Mbps (up/down)
For group video connectivity we suggest 1 Mbps/2 Mbps (up/down)
Here is a guide for the minimum and maximum bandwidth requirements and expectations:
Here are some guidelines around bandwidth usage with video calls:
Minimum bandwidth required: Outbound from the participant: 1 Mbps
Ideal bandwidth for the best experience: Outbound from the participant: 3 Mbps
Inbound to the participant: 3 Mbps
With group video calls of more than 2 people, try to make sure everyone has at least the following bandwidth:

Webcam

Lighting
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Audio

If you experience an echo, there are three possible causes.
Solution: have everyone close any windows other than the video call.
Solution: move to separate rooms or sit together in front of a single computer.
Solution: use headphones or earbuds.
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How to start a Hangout On Air
Navigate to

and click on the “Start a Hangout On Air”

Link and verify your Youtube account
Linking and verifying your YouTube account allows you to also broadcast your Hangout On Air live on your YouTube

Name your Hangout On Air
The name you enter will be displayed as the title of the Hangout On Air post in your Google+ stream as well as the

Invite your participants

from their browser window and post it publicly, or email the link to someone, anyone who clicks on the link can join the

* If you are managing a Google+ page, it’s important to note that you cannot add people to circles or invite
Preview post

Embed your Hangout On Air on your website
If you want to broadcast live on a website you own, you can click the “embed” link and copy and paste the code into
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Start broadcasting
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End your broadcast
To end your Hangout On Air, click the red “Stop broadcasting”

Moderation and Production

Cameraman: Gives you control over which cameras are broadcasting and allows the host to hide certain participants

Sticky click: You can choose which of the 1O small videos appear as the main video by hovering over the small video
Mute: You can remotely mute a participant by hovering over any user’s small video at the bottom, and clicking on the

Block:
When you block someone, their audio and video will cut out, but they will still appear in your Hangout On Air and to
* It’s important to note that there is no kick option. Be very thoughtful about who you invite.

Find the recording
After the Hangout On Air, a recorded video will automatically post publicly to your YouTube channel as well as all the
, click your username in the
upper right hand corner of the screen, click video manager, and there you will see a video with the same title of your
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Processing time

Preview your recording
Once your video is done processing, it will appear as a public video in your YouTube channel as well as in your original

Editing your recording

What does the public see?
One question we often get asked is, “what do members of the public see when they are watching my Hangout On Air?”
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Hangouts On Air

As you prepare for your Hangout
On Air, use the following checklist to
Announce your Hangout On Air
Selecting and testing with participants
Marketing after the Hangout On Air

Participants
1. Guest: Who will be the focal point of your live broadcast? If you’re doing a Q&A, it helps to have a person who
greatest technology?
2. Moderator: If your guest doesn’t have much experience as a conversation facilitator, we recommend bringing in
opinions, help the host transition from one topic to another and ensure there are no awkward pauses in the
3. Other participants: Who are the other participants in the Hangout On Air? Are these fans of the host, excited

you will need to moderate the discussion more to ensure everyone has a chance to speak and people aren’t talking
Topics

Lastly, think about magical moments
How can you create magic moments in your Hangout On Air that will surprise and delight viewers, and make them
backgrounds who would otherwise never have a conversation together? Is it that you are allowing normal citizens to
ask a celebrity what her favorite breakfast cereal is? Is there a surprise guest who could pop in at any moment? What
are the moments that people will take away from your Hangout On Air, and how can you optimize for these moments?
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Schedule your Hangout On Air

Scout locations
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Hangout On Air
It’s time to tell the world about your

Create a teaser video

examples from

and

You may wish to create and upload to YouTube a custom thumbnail for your video advertising the Hangout On Air
Call for participants
A common question we hear is, “how do I choose people to join my Hangout On Air? We encourage you to engage with
In the initial post with the Hangout On Air details, announce that you are looking for people to join your Hangout On

Make it clear in your post that you are choosing a select number of folks to join, and that the public can only watch, but
Use a hashtag

with participants

If you decide to pre-select your participants, here are some tips:
Initial screening:
Create a shortlist of participants from the initial screening and schedule a quick video call with each one to ensure
their bandwidth, audio, and lighting meet the tech requirements and to assess whether they come across well on
Create 2 circles of participants: A top picks circle and a backup circle in case someone gets sick or can’t join the
Do a Hangout On Air dry run with all participants
Explain the run of show:
Check their tech: enough bandwidth? lighting? audio?
Remind them of Hangout On Air etiquette:
Explain the Hangout On Air policies:

Once you have invited the participants, remember to check the preview post in your stream to ensure the video
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Hangout On Air

Immediately after the Hangout On Air:

A few days post the Hangout On Air:
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