WEB STORIES

Experience playbook



Introduction

Get the most out of
Web Stories.

This playbook will help you incorporate
Web Stories into your website, so you can
reach new audiences and help readers
connect with content they’ll love.
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Discovera
new way to
tell stories.



Web Stories are immersive, visually-driven narratives,
designed to be highly engaging and easy to consume.
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Use Web Stories to reach new

audiences and give readers a

quicker, more engaging way
to experience content.

Web Stories Experience Playbook



From bloggers, to influencers, to major publishers,
anyone can use Web Stories.

Bloggers. Content creators & Small businesses. Large companies or
influencers. brands.
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TRENDING TOPICS
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With just a tap or a swipe,
readers can consume as many
Web Stories as they want.

Web Stories Experience Playbook



Entry points

Readers discover Web Stories
through entry points.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 10



Experience

 —

————  Entry Points | Web Story Player More Stories

And readers stay in
the experience easily.

Once a reader views a Web Story, they
can tap or swipe to experience more. Reader enters Web Stories Reader taps through pages

player and receives more Web

Stories to view

Mobile entry point experience Mobile Web Stories player

Reader
discovers entry
point and taps to

view

Desktop entry point experience Desktop Web Stories player experience

Web Stories Experience Playbook | n



Entry points

Entry points are flexible
and can show one or multiple
Web Stories.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 12



Entry point types

Each entry point type is designed to fit different needs.

Singleton

Showcase a single
Web Story on your
homepage or inside an
article.

Carousel

Showcase multiple
Web Stories in one
module so readers can
easily discover more
content.

Compact
display

Organize Web Stories
by any category you
want—including topic,
most recent, or
trending.

Author highlight

Organize Web Stories
by author, helping
readers find content
relevant to their
interests.

Dedicated
page

Create a dedicated
page so readers can
browse Web Stories in
one place.
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Entry point types

Singleton

= FOODIE NETWORK

Trending

6 Easy Mediterranean
Recipes

By Kathryn Murphy

Season

Warm salad of
pancetta, sweet
potato and
Brussels sprouts

Winter Recipes

Carousel

WORLD NEWS &

Ready to go it alone?
Tips for easing into
solo travel.

TOP NEWS W) watch all stories

5 fastest growing
European cities in
2021

Compact display

= 4 SPACESHIP

Top Stories
A Multi -
" . Wavelength
s View of Radio
1 Galaxy
Hercules A

0‘ 8 Pages | 3 min read
'WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE

A Giant Gathering of
Galaxies

By Cameron Williamson

Author highlight

BLUSH MAKEUP

SKIN CARE

BEAUTY  HAIR  MAKEUP

Latest Story from
Victoria Blamey

‘Rules’ I'm
ing In 2021

BEAUTY

Skinimalism Is The

Dedicated page

D §
— \

= DISCOVER / NATURE
v'w\"'/

J );‘ |

See the best wildlife
photos of 2020

BY LESLIE ALEXANDER

0 Watch Story

Finally Has an with impressive

Answer smarts

BY ANNETTE BLACK BY MATT SELVAN
TRENDING AUTHORS

Web Stories Experience Playbook
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Web Stories can be embedded on any page

Key Cooking Steps

e, N < S
Jamdinz

Crispy Chicken Thigh
with Vegetables

BY JAMIE LEACH

225 6

=]

Readers can view Web Stories
without entering the player.

of your site.

fin s X
-
Jamdinz

..............

Crispy Chicken Thigh
with Vegetables

BY JAMIE LEACH

Embedded Web Stories
can be viewed full-screen.
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Player experience

Readers move
seamlessly from
one Web Story
to the next.

Top Stories

5 fastest growing

8 Pages | 3 min read

Season

5fastest
growing

European cities
in 2021

By Darrell Steward

WORLD NEWS

Latest story from

Darrell Steward

25pages | minutes

= WORLD NEWS

5 fastest growing
European cities in
2021

= WORLD NEWS @

Travel
2021: Therise of
solo travel

BY LESLIE ALEXANDER.

@ watchstory

“Travelin -
2021 winterland

BY DARRELL STEWARD BY MATT SELVAN
TRENDING AUTHORS
-
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Entry point des ign

Make the experience fun and
engaging, from start to finish.
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Entry point design

Entry points can be
personalized to fit
your brand and help
readers quickly
discover Stories.

e Page stack color
e Web Story icon color
e Authorimage

e Headline

@ BY KATHRYN MURPHY

Expand your
at-home yoga
practice

Expand your
at-home yoga
practice

Web Stories Experience Playbook |

18



When Stories are easy to discover,
views and engagement can
increase—offering more
opportunities to monetize content.



Monetization

Discover. Monetize.
Engage.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 20



Monetization

You're in control of
how you earn money
from ads.

Your Web Stories are yours. Monetize them
how you want, no matter where readers

discover them.

Programmatic ads. Tap into
programmatic ad demand using Google
Ad Manager or AdSense.

Direct sold ads. Partner with advertisers
to run their ads in your Web Stories.
Sponsored content. Partner with
advertisers or brands to create
customized ads (“advertorials”).
Affiliate linking. Link to shopping

platforms in Web Stories

N
Dress up your
cat with these
new clothes.
J
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Monetization And ads don’t feel intrusive.

Readers stay in the Web
Stories experience

Readers can tap to visit partner sites, without leaving the
player, creating a smoother experience and increasing
click-through rates.

Annual
Clothing Sale

Ads fit the look and
feel of Web Stories

Ads can have the same look and feel as Web Stories, making
it easier to keep readers engaged.

B woravews <& (vewnin)

Web Stories Experience Playbook
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Analytics

Get data on how your
Web Stories perform, so
you can optimize
content for your readers.

° Search Console

e  Google Analytics

° Data Studio

° and more

Web Stories Experience Playbook |
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https://search.google.com/search-console/about
https://analytics.google.com/analytics/web/provision/#/provision
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/
https://amp.dev/documentation/components/amp-analytics/

Conclusion

Next, learn how to optimize
Web Stories for your site by
customizing entry points. Get
design specs, see best
practices, and more.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 24



Entry points.



Page stack

Poster image orientation Rounded corners

Overview

Customize entry
points to make Web
Stories stand out.

Entry points have design elements that

help readers instantly identify Web
Stories. Each element is flexible, making

it easy to integrate Web Stories into the

look and feel of your site.

Web Stories Icon Author image Headline

9 Beauty
‘Rules’ I'm
Breaking
In 2021

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 26



Conclusion

Next, learn details and
best practices for each Web
Story entry point.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 27



Singletons.

2.1



— Overview

A singleton is an entry
point to a Web Story.

Singletons are intuitive for readers to use.
Readers simply tap a singleton to view a
Web Story.

Singletons are easy for readers to
identify. Plus, they have a flexible look
and feel, allowing them to fit in

seamlessly with any site.

Discover more using this Figma file

Trending

6 Easy Mediterranean

Recipes

By Kathryn Murphy

Season

Warm salad with
pancetta, sweet
potato and
Brussels sprouts

By Kristin Watson

& Winter Recipes

FOODIE NETWORK

Trending

6 Easy

Mediterranean

Recipes

By Kathryn Murphy

Season

Warm salad
with pancetta,
sweet potato
and Brussels
sprouts

By Kristin Watson

Top recipes
How to make
the most of
breakfast
ingredients all
day

By Bessie Cooper


https://www.figma.com/community/file/972549350664888470

—— When to use

Mix singletons with
other content.

Use a singleton when you want to show a
Web Story next to other content on your

site, like articles or videos.



—— Design Singletons are made of these design
elements.

Icon

@ Page stack

® Author
Season
Warm salad with
pancetta, sweet potato ° Efg:ﬁ;‘;’s
and brussels sprouts

8 Pages | 3 min read



— Design

Elements on the right

Editorial elements can be placed outside

the posterimage.

TRENDING

How to make the
most of breakfast
ingredients all day

8 Pages | 3 min read

BY KATHRYN MURPHY

TRENDING

How to make the most
of breakfastingredients
all day

8 Pages | 3 min read

Elements at the bottom

Web Stories Playbook |
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— Design

How to make the
most of breakfast
ingredients all day

BY KATHRYN MURPHY

Headline and byline at the top

Or editorial elements can be placed inside the
posterimage.

How to make the
most of breakfast
ingredients all day
BY KATHRYN MURPHY

most of breakfast
ingredients all day

Byline at the top Headline and byline at the bottom



— Design

The simplest
singleton.

Ideally, a singleton includes page stacks,
an icon, author image, and editorial

description.

If you're unable to include every singleton
design element, we suggest at least

including a Web Stories icon or eyebrow.

If you want to include a singleton as a

page hero, we suggest using this design.

Icon over image

TRENDING

6 Easy Mediterranean Recipes

The swirling core of our galaxy harbors hundreds of thousands of
stars that cannot be seen in visible light.

Web Stories icon should be no bigger than 56px.

Icon with eyebrow

) WEB STORY

6 Easy Mediterranean Recipes

The swirling core of our galaxy harbors hundreds of thousands of
stars that cannot be seen in visible light.

Icon with eyebrow doesn't include a circle container.
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— Best practices

Posterimage

FOODIE NETWORK

Caulifiower couscous.
with kale and feta
fritters and tomato
chutney

Chilli steak noodle
broth

Chilli steak noodle
broth

9Easter cakes you

have to make How to make the

most of breakfast
ingredients all day

Howtomake The ultimate
themostof ega

vegan
5 breakfast

=

DO
Include a poster image and headline .

FOODIE NETWORK a

6 Easy Mediterranean Recipes

o

Warm salad of
pancetta, sweet
potato and Brussels
sprouts

[a——

How to make the
most of breakfast
ingredients all day

Caulifiower couscous.
with kale and feta
fritters and tomato
chutney

S castorcakes you N
hava tomaks &

How to make The ultimate
the most of egan
by

vegan
breakfast

DON'T

Publish a singleton without a poster image or headline.

36



— Best practices

Number of Web Stories

FOODIE NETWORK

Trending

6 Easy
Mediterranean
Recipes

Toprecpes

How tomake

the mostof

5 breakfast
ingredients all

& oy

g oo

DO
Display 1-3 singletons on a page, mixed with other types of
content.

FOODIE NETWORK

\$% & ’\“: "IN

A

6 Easy .
Mediterranean
Recipes

By Kathryn Murphy.

DON'T
Put more than 3 singletons next to each other. Consider a
carousel or compact display instead.

37



— Best practices

Page layout

DO
Include singletons next to articles, blog posts, or other content.

6 Easy Mediterranean Recipes
The swir ur galaxy harbors hundreds of thousands ofstars that
bl lght.

DON'T
Use a singleton in a page hero. Consider a compact display
instead.



carousels.

2.2



— Overview

A carousel contains
multiple Web Stories.

Carousels let you to showcase several
Web Stories in one module. They're
designed to be placed in the middle or at

the bottom of any webpage.

Discover more using this Figma file ~

5 fastest |
growing
European
cities in 2021

VIEW MORE STORIES e

WORLD NEWS

Winter Wonderlands
Around the World

th

runny noses, but

)

2

@

<

»

fastes| x ﬂ The most essential
pean cities in investment » albums to own on

young adults vinyl

BY DEVON LANE

Traveltrends in
2021: The rise of
solo travel


https://www.figma.com/community/file/972549350664888470

—— When to use

Use carousels to
group Web Stories.

Group Web Stories any way you want—by
theme, date, author, and more—so that
it's easier for readers to find relevant

content.




— Design Carousels are made of these design elements.

Poster image

Icon Title orientation Author

) BY JANE COOPER Y JENNY WILSON
Winter Wonderlands v | =3 2
Around the World -

We tend to associate winter
with b kies and runny
noses, but there's a beautiful
side to the season that often

gets overlooked.

4 | BryceéCanyon The Dolomites are The un
Banff National National Park, the Alps' glitzy ski Nepale:

Ny Park, Canada Utah towns Hima
Explore stories —>

Web stories Body Page stack Editorial
CTA description (hover only) elements



— Design

Trending watch wone sromes (@)

BYJANE COOPER, ; BYJENNY WILSON PY) o oevon uane

LrresTvLe FINANCES ENTERTATMNENT LrresTvLe LiresTyLe

5 fastest growing The best investments for  The most essential Travel trends in z021: Expand your at-home
European cities in 2021 young adults albums to own on vinyl The rise of solo travel yoga practice

17.03.2 16321 16.03.21 16.03.21 15.03.21

Edge to edge carousels: Use these to
create a designated area for Web Stories
on your site— making it easy for

returning readers to find new content.

There are two types of carousels.

Lifestyle

The Interior Design Top ies of The U Trend: Solo Travel
2021. Growing and Going Anywhere

You may only have 50 square metres, or less, to Agents can expect to see not only a continued rise in
play with but you want a stylishly chiled modern the demand from solo travelers, but also a dramatic
vibe. uptick in the supply of products catering to this market.
BYJaNE CoopeR B KATHRYM WURPHY

e 15.03.21

Layered carousels: Use these when you
want to include a carousel next to other
content on a page, giving readers a glimpse

of Web Stories content.

How to Take Your At-Home Yoga to the
Next Level

Experiment with props, try new classes, and maybe
‘even ditch your screen

15.03.21

Web Stories Playbook
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— Best practices

Page stacks

o

Winter Wonderlands
Around the World

By jane cooren

svRone ox ({5 ) oviane cooner @-ummm
Winter Wonderlands CA A o e - -
Around the World = —
inter
-

on that

[ “BryceCanyoh. are The ur
National Park,

Banff National National Park, the Alps' glitzy ski

DO DON'T
Include page stacks on the first Web Story in a carousel. For desktop, make page Include page stacks on each Web Story inside a carousel.
stacks appear during hover-state only.



— Best practices

Page layout

Trending warewwone stomes @)

Winter Wonderlands
Around the World

he Best nﬂ
e )

investme
young adults

Winter Wonderlands
Around the World

DO DON'T
Include a carousel in the middle or at the bottom of a page. Don't use carousel as a hero. Try a compact display instead.



— Best practices

Number of Web Stories

Trending

svyae coopen

9 v jenny wiLson

L

LrresTie Fruances ENTERTAIIHENT Lrrestie

5 fastest growing ‘The best investments for  The most essential Travel trends in 2021:
European cities in 2021 young adults albums to own on vinyl ‘The rise of solo travel

DO
Include at least 5—and up to 15—Web Stories in a carousel.

wirononesrones @)

Lirestie
Expand your at-home
yoga practice

Trending

DON'T

Include more than 15 Web Stories in a carousel. Consider creating a

dedicated page instead.

Web Stories Experience Playbook
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— Best practices

Design elements

o

Winter Wonderlands
Around the World

| Bryce Canyon The Dolomites are
National Park, the Alps' glitzy ski

DO
Include a Web Stories icon if the carousel uses a headline.

o

Winter Wonderlands
Around the World

| Bryce Canyon
National Park,
Utah

DON'T

Dolomites are the
to the Alps

Include a Web Stories icon on individual stories within the carousel.



Compact.

2.3



— Overview

* SPACESHIP
Top Stories
AMulti - Agiant Artist concept Smokin Hot NASA to Host
. wavelength gathering of of galaxy Galaxy Briefing to
Compactdisplavs view of radio Golaxies 4 evolution Sy roview irst
== 4 sPAcesHIR “1 galaxy explorer . ® Mars Helicopter

Hercules A " Flights

show multiple Web % ;
Stories in one module.

A Multi -
Wavelength
o _ ) Lo ofRedlo TODAY'S PICKS
Similar to carousels, compact displays : peichies
) . 8 Pages 1 read The two - faced
allow you to group Web Stories together, : | Sy
while taking up less space. 1S OF THEUNIVERSE
NASA Hubble Sees
ZP‘:"[“Q Antennae Moon Missions as an WONDERS OF THE UNIVERSE
H H H 1, H alaxies ., Asti it Testbed .
Discover more using this Figma file ~ BN orriare NASA Hubble Sees Sparring

) ey roacrT Fox

Antennae Galaxies

BY WADE WARREN

NASA Galaxy Mission
Celebrates Sixth
Anniversary

av

Great Observatories
Present Rainbow of a



https://www.figma.com/community/file/972549350664888470

—— When to use

Use compact displays
to show Web Stories
at the top of any page.

Compact displays are designed to be
placed directly underneath a site’s main

header.



— Design
Compact displays are made of these
design elements.

Entr int titl
try pointtitle Portrait

orientation

Top Stories

A Multi - Agiant Artist concept The two - faced NASA Galaxy
wavelength ‘. gathering of of galaxy # whirlpool Mission

view of radio - galaxies 4 cvolution 4 galaxy e Celebrates Sixth
galaxy o explorer Anniversary
Hercules A =4

o

8 Pages | 3 min read 5 Pages | 3 min read 10 Pages | 5 min read 14 Pages | 8 min read 9 Pages | 6 min read

[ o
Web Stories Editorial elements
icon



— Design

Author image

Today's Picks

Latest Story by 5\ LatestStoryby
Q RobertFox Jane Cooper
= ,: g

Compact by author. Help readers find

Web Stories by their favorite authors.

Use compact displays to group Web Stories by
author or topic.

Topic image

Editor's Choice

Latest Story by Latest Story by Soace Golaris ArtstConcapt Space
DevonLane Jenny Wilson . ) AMulti- Agiant gathering Artist concept of ‘, The two - faced
‘ m %/ wavelengthview . of galaxies 4 galaxy evolution = J/ whirlpool galaxy

of radio galaxy explorer
Hercules A

Compact by Topic. Help readers find Web

Stories based on a theme or interest.

¥

Missions
NASA Galaxy
Mission
Celebrates Sixth
Anniversary




— Design

Compact displays are designed to hold
between 3 and 5 Web Stories.

Editor’s Choice

A Multi - wavelength view of radio . Artist concept of galaxy evolution NASA Galaxy Mission Celebrates

galaxy Hercules A ( explorer

Robert Fox Jenny Wilson

Sixth Anniversary
Jenny Wilson

1minago 10min ago 5hoursago

If you have fewer than 3 Web Stories,
consider using a singleton. If you have

more than 5, try a carousel.
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—— Best practices

Design elements

Top Stories Top Stories

AMulti - Agiant Artist concept The two - faced NASA Galaxy gl Artist The two -
wavelength i of galaxy whirlpool Mission

galaxy explorer . Anniversary galaxy evolution
Hercules A Hercules A explorer

o

galaxy Anniversary

gathering of waveleng 9 concept of c
view of radio galaxies M evolution galaxy Celebrates Sixth view of radio M gal whirlpool ci

4 Pages |8 minread s cad spage 10 Pages |5 mi

DO DON'T
Make the poster image and editorial description size XS. Use page stacks.



—— Best practices

Grouping

Today’s Picks

R LatestStoryby 75\ LatestStoryby Latest Story by
Q RobertFox Jane Cooper @ Jenny Wilson

DO
Make sure Web Stories are grouped by a topics or author.

Editor's Choice

La yby Latest Story by Galaxies =1 Latest Story by

Jenny Wilson LS Agiant gathering 47 Artistconceptof il [ NASA Galaxy

v % of galaxies Pid galaxy evolution o tw Mission
explorer i y Celebrates Sixth

Anniversary

DON'T
Group Web Stories together in a compact display without a theme.



— Best practices

Number of Web Stories

Top Stories

AMulti- Agiant Artist concept
wavelength gathering of of galaxy
view of radio galaxies ¥ evolution
galaxy explorer
Hercules A

DO

Include at least 3—but no more than 5—Web Stories.

The two - faced
whirlpool
galaxy

NASA Galaxy
Mission
Celebrates Sixth
Anniversary

Top Stories

AMutti- Aglant
wavolength gathoring of
view of radio galaxies
galaxy

Horculos A

DON'T

Artist concept
of gala
4 cvolution

explorer

Thetwo - faced
whirlpool
galaxy

NASA Galaxy
Mission
Colebrates Sixth
Anniversary

Include more than 5 Web Stories. Consider a carousel instead.

(+)

©pages|Brinread

o

b a
‘whirlpool galaxy

9pages|Srinread




Dedicated
page.

2.4



— Overview

A dedicated page is a
web page that only
contains Web Stories.

A dedicated page lets you showcase
singletons, carousels, and compact

displays all on one page.

Discover more using this Figma file

QO CARE

B Web Stories

How to stay
motivated to
workout from
home,
according to
experts

BY RACHEL MILLER

W) watcH sToRy

How to start
Redefining & running: A

Healthy Eating for beginner’s guidg
the Better to getting starte|

Trending Authors

= QO CARE

B Web Stories | mostvieweo  wostuxeo  necomewoep  ThEwomG  Latest

How to stay motivated
to workout from home,
according to experts

BY SABRINA BARR

What to Do If You - kogkdown, family
A Have a Hard Time fitness: Everything
beginner’s guide to Putting Yourself you need to
getting started First ? workout together
oy vARSHAPAN avin oY o t o

‘Ate Redefining’
Healthy Eating for

Trending Authors

Latest tory by
Charles Foster

1 best fitness skipping.
ropes to

s s

Lateststoryby
‘Tamara Corin

story by

Alexander
visibiliy

inthe ftness Industry

Web Stories Playbook
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https://www.figma.com/community/file/972549350664888470

—— When to use

Let readers discover
tons of Web Stories.

Create a dedicated page when you have
at least 20 Web Stories, letting readers

discover lots of Web Stories on one page.



— Design A dedicated page is modular and can have
many types of entry points.

How to stay motivated

Singleton ashero ¢——— to workout from home,

according to experts

Compact by author

Carousel by author

Carousel by theme

Carousel by
recommendation

Footer
e Web Stories Playbook | 62



— Design

Add filters to help readers find what they

= OCARE

By Filter:
By Filter:

Fitness | Cycling Health & Families

Fitness | Cycling | Nutrition

Health & Families  Running

B Web Stories Yoga | Lifestyls | Mind & Body

How to stay
motivated to
workout from
home,
according to
experts

|
BY RAGHEL MILLER i
!l warcH sToRY g

How to start
running: A
beginner’s guidg

Redefining
Healthy Eating for

want.

B Web Stories

How to stay motivated
to workout from home,

according to experts

BY SABRINA BARR

How to start
running: A
beginner’s guide to
getting started

A

Ate Redefining
Healthy Eating for

Trending Authors

Latest Story by
‘Tamara Corin
9best running gloves
sure o keep you
hands warm this

Latest Story by
Charles Foster
1tbest ftness skipping.
pes to improve
stamina and speed

What to Do If You
Have a Hard Time
Putting Yourself

Latest Story by
Kate Carter
st muscle rubs

Latest Story by
Greg Walters
5 common mistakes

Web Stories Playbook
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— Design A dedicated page filter is made of these design
elements.

Menu Brand logo
Search bar
By Filter:
Fitness Cycling Nutrition
Filter chips Health & Families  Running

Yoga Lifestyle Mind & Body

Latest

Trending

Page sections
Recomended

Most liked

Most viewed

Web Stories Playbook | 64



— Design Dedicated page heroes have a special design.

Singleton with headlineand @&————
byline

CTA &—m—

= QO CARE Q

B! Web Stories | wostvewso  wostuxeo  necouenoen  TmenomG  LATEST

How to stay motivated
to workout from home,

; ——
according to experts

BY SABRINA BARR

Logkdown family

V\( al

Have a Hard Time fitness: Everything
Putting Yourself When th gyms will you need to

F ther

Hero image

Carousel

Web Stories Playbook
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— Best practices

Content e

How to stay motivated
= . to workout from home,
" according to experts

How to stay motivated
to workout from home,
according to experts

DO DON'T
Include a mix of singletons, carousels, and compact displays on a dedicated page. Use only one type of entry point.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 67



— Best practices

Page layout

QCARE  wosrvewso  wosruxe>  necouswceo  mewowc  Latest a

= QCARE Q

B! Web Stories | wostveweo wostuxeo  mecowenoen  taenomo  Lares

DO DON'T
Make it clear the dedicated page contains only Web Stories. Create a dedicated page that looks exactly like other pages on your site.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 68



— Best practices

Hero

= QCARE aQ = QCARE Q

Wl Web Stories | wostveves  wostuneo  secowmoro  ose  urest B Web Stories | wervews  nostueo  secowsors  meone  urest

Trending Authors

How to stay motivated
to workout from home,
according to experts

BY SABRINA BARR

Lokdawn family
fitness: Everything,
you need to

‘workout together

‘When th gyms will
open?

b

‘What 1o Do If You.

Logkdown family

e
Are Redefining’ Have a Hard Time. fitness: Everything,

Healthy Eating for Putting Yourself u need to

the beter Workout together )

G Trending

DO DON'T
Give the hero a special treatment so that the dedicated page feels immersive and Use a carousel or compact display as a hero.
different from other pages on your site.

Web Stories Experience Playbook | 69



— Overview.

Next, find additional design specs
and learn how to customize Web
Stories even further.

Web Stories Playbook | 70



Fundamentals.

3.0



— Overview.

Each entry point
design element helps
Web Stories stand out
from other content.

Plus, every element can be customized to

fit your site’s needs.

Discover more using this Figma file ~

Poster image orientation Rounded corners
//7\
/
( )
NS /L
A
Web Stories Icon Author image

/i
/

\ ‘\
\ /
\ /

Page stack

Headline



https://www.figma.com/community/file/972549350664888470

Poster image
orientation.



= Orientation.

Use portrait
orientation for poster
images.

Use portrait orientation for all poster
images. This will help readers identify
Web Stories quickly. Plus, other design
elements, like page stacks, are designed

to work best with portrait orientation.

Web Stories Playbook |
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= Orientation.

Landscape
orientation.

You can use landscape orientation for
poster images, but doing this makes Web

Stories harder for readers to identify.
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Rounded
corners.



— Overview

Give posterimages
rounded corners.

The ideal radius of rounded corners
varies depending on how large a poster
image is. Use these specs to maintain a

balanced proportion.

Poster image Corner radius
width
< 100px 8px

100 px - 240px 16px

< 240px 24px
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— Best practices

DO: DON'T:

e Use the recommended corner radius o Make the corner radius too small or too large

specs
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Page stacks.



— Overview

Page stacks consist of
two lines behind a
posterimage.

These lines symbolize the experience of
tapping through the pages of a Web
Story.

———@ Page stack
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80



— Design

Use two tones of the
same color for page
stack lines.

This creates a depth effect that helps

entry points stand out.

Apply a primary color with 100% tint to
the first line, then apply the same color to
the second line, lowering the tint by
40%-50%.

Color 1: #9AA0A6

+100% tint

Color 2: #9AA0A6

+40% tint.
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— Best practices

DO
o Use two right-aligned vertical

lines

o EE

DON'T

Use horizontal lines

DON'T

Use 1 line or more than 2 lines
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Web Stories
icon.



- |con.

Place the Web Stories
icon on top of poster
images.

The Web Stories icon helps readers
instantly differentiate Web Stories

content from other content on your site.

Discover more using this Figma file ~

Minimum icon size for 0 Maximum icon size for
screen applications is 24px screen applications is 56px


https://www.figma.com/community/file/972549350664888470

— Design 16px

Tepx b

Be consistent with
icon placement.

A Web Story icon can go in any corner of
a poster image. However, we recommend
choosing the same spot for all entry
points. This will help readers instantly
identify Web Stories.



— Design

A Web Story icon can
be any two colors.

Select colors from an entry point’s poster
image or from your site’s brand

guidelines.

Brand color example

Neutral color palette example
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— Best practices

o O 0

Use two similar colors Flip the icon Distort or stretch the
icon

o o M
DO O 0L

Use glow effects Include images Place icon on a
background image with
a busy pattern

DO DON'T
Use contrasting logo colors.

Maintain the default shape and size of logos.



— Best practices

DO:

Place an icon in the corner of a poster

image. Any corner works. We
recommend choosing the same corner

for every entry point.

DON'T:

Center the icon
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icon + text
badge.



— Overview

Give readers more
info with icon + text.

Apply an icon + text badge to the bottom
right corner of a singleton to maximize

visibility and readability.
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— Sizing

24px

(o )

Icon size: 24px
Use on card type: S XS <100px width

Don't use an icon + text combo if the
image is <90 width. Otherwise your
poster image will be too crowded.

Discover more using this Figma file

16px  4px 16px
= 1

y -
B WEB STORY Issz
¢ |

Brand typography 12px

[ [l Icon size: 18px

Badge size: 32px height
Use on card S >100px width

Font: Use the main font used on your
site. Font size should be 12px.

Icon size: 18px.

Corner radius: 100%.

16px  4px 16px
= H —

B weB sTorY I“OPX
b y

Brand typography 14px

.|| Icon size: 24px

Badge size: 40px
Use on card M >200px width

Font: Use the main font used on your
site. Font size should be 12px.

Icon size: 24px.

Corner radius: 100%.

24px 8px 24px
— H

Brand typography 16px

. Il Icon size: 34px

Badge size: 56px
Use in card L = 360px width

Font: Use the main font used on your
site. Font size should be 12px.

Icon size: 34px.

Corner radius: 100%
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Overlays.



— Overview

An overlay is a color
layer placed on top of
poster images.

Overlays help images fit into the look
and feel for your website. Plus, they
make headline copy and icons easier

to read.

Discover more using this Figma file

Secondary level:
Overlay

Top level:
Web Stories icon

Third level:
Poster image
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— Best practices

DO: DON'T:
e Use a black gradient e  Use acolored gradient
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Headlines.



— Overview

Keep headlines short.

Write Web Stories headlines in your
brand’s tone and voice. Keep headlines
concise for scanning and mobile

experiences.

Season

Warm salad with
pancetta, sweet
potatoes, and
brussels sprouts

By Kristin Watson

Flex your organization's
editorial guidelines. Use
your editorial guidelines
like sections, headlines,
and authors; follow the
rules you already have for
your brand.

Latest Story from
Victoria Blame

9 Beauty ‘Rules’ 'm
Breaking In 2021

25pages | §minutes

Keep it short. Depending
on the entry point you are
using, keep the headlines
direct and short. Keep
titles shorter than 70
characters.
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-— Content

Give helpful info.

Provide instructions for how to interact
with Web Stories if you're targeting
readers who may be unfamiliar. Include
direct-action verbs like “watch,” “learn,” or
“tap” to differentiate Web Story CTAs

from other CTAs on your site.

Use direct-action verbs.

—

9 Beauty ‘Rules’ I'm
Breaking In 2021

Browse Web Stories or just tap to start watching. ‘

B Watch all stories

The 2021 Skin Care
Trend Encouraging
You to Use More
Natural Products

10 min ago

9 celebrities w|

have spokena
cosmetic
enhancementg

15 min ago




-— Content.

Don’t be repetitive.

Find creative ways to make sure
headlines, eyebrows, meta descriptions,

and Web Story titles avoid repetition.

Unique headlines

50 Unique
Decorative Vases
To Beautify Your
Home

WATCH ALL STORIES

The Interior Design Top
stories of 2021.

You may only have 50 square metres, or
less, to play with but you want a stylishly
chilled modern vibe.

BY RACHEL MILLER
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Color choice.



— Color.

Use color with
purpose.

Strategic color choice improves the way

users find and engage with Story content.

For example, apply contrasting colors to
your Stories icon or page stacks to achieve

a bold, eye-catching effect.

TRENDING

The 2021 Skin
Care Trend
Encouraging You
to Use More
Natural Products

By Kristin Watson

BEAUTY

19 celebrities who
have spoken
candidly about
cosmetic
enhancements

By Kristin Watson
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— Color.

Maintain consistency.

Choose colors that are consistent with your

brand and a singleton’s poster image.

We recommend applying the same color to
icons and page stacks, to keep visual

design clean, cohesive, and user-friendly.

Example #1

Icon element:

#000000 background

— #FFFFFF icon color
Line colors:

12 line: brand color: #000
22 line brand color: #000 +
20% tint.

Example #2

Icon element:

#EF4FA6 background

— #FFFFFF icon color

Line colors:

12 line: brand color: #FC5C71
22 line brand color: #FC5C71 +
20% tint.
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— Color.

Put accessibility first.

Choose entry point colors that make Web
Stories accessible. Accessible Web Stories
make your site easier to use, especially for

users with low vision and blindness.

To check color contrast, we recommend

using the WebAIM color checker.

WebAIM color checker”

Alternative 1
Ieon over solid color

Alternative 2
Solid icon color with
color border

weacaa (D
weac aa: (D

weacaa: (D
weac aa: 3D
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More resources.

4.0



More resources

Guide to using
Stories on
your site

Web Story tools
and CMSes

Technical
documentation
for Web

As always, feel free to reach out to
the Web Stories working group via
or on the #amp-story

channel to connect.
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http://go.amp.dev/web-player
http://go.amp.dev/web-player
http://go.amp.dev/web-player
http://go.amp.dev/web-player
http://amp.dev/stories
http://amp.dev/documentation/tools/?format=stories
https://github.com/ampproject/amphtml/issues?q=is%3Aissue+is%3Aopen+label%3A%22WG%3A+stories%22+
https://github.com/ampproject/amphtml/blob/master/CONTRIBUTING.md#discussion-channels

Now, create a Web
Story and give your
readers something
they’'lllove. @



