
Your essential guide to 
Google  AI for college



What’s inside: 

grow.google/ai

We hope you find this guide helpful. 
Remember: always follow the rules of your school when using AI.

- Audio Overview
- Video Overview
- Mind Map
- Reports
- Flashcards
- Quizzes

Prompting Best Practices 
Learn tips for writing clear, effective prompts that maximize your learning 
and help you accomplish tasks.

Gemini
Discover how the latest Gemini features - including Canvas, Deep 
Research, Guided Learning, and more - can elevate and support 
your learning.

NotebookLM
Use NotebookLM to generate study guides, deepen research, and create 
custom audio and video overviews based on your class materials.
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grow.google/students/

Want more? Check out our 
AI for Students website 

http://grow.google/ai


Study and learn with the help of AI
Ready to transform how you learn, study, and create? Check out our 
expert-led training to discover how AI tools can level-up your approach to 
homework, writing, and even kickstarting your career.

AI Training

grow.google/students

Ways AI can help with your studies

Turn any idea into a video with Gemini

Prompting tips to personalize your learning

Understand visual information in a snap

Make Gemini your research assistant

Homework help

Exam prep
Create instant study materials

Make practice quizzes ahead of your exam

Explore careers that match your skills

Practice interviewing with Gemini Live

Update your resume with Gemini

A recruiter's perspective on resumes

A recruiter's recommended interview strategies

Managing your online presence

Handling challenging interview questions

Build resilience for your job search

Job search help

Click to launch the 
full playlist

Writing help
Get writing feedback with Gemini

http://grow.google/students
https://youtu.be/Ou-vn7oJlR8
https://youtu.be/331Ii9iWwf8
https://youtu.be/NbHFRA8uMDY
https://youtu.be/v_tiZsWgecU
https://youtu.be/s_JUP2BSn4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z--9WImDTOw
https://youtu.be/h0KYSVam3mQ?si=2ldSTpOg90rAvoI7
https://youtu.be/h3FxlBRjufY
https://youtu.be/K8xmSTypSzQ
https://youtu.be/KIWdgg_0TlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oVgMBJ__AF0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNwjmzqCuMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjCjpeLOhS8
https://youtu.be/bN_jpxN43F4
https://youtu.be/cGU_C_m93lI
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTZYG7bZ1u6pXfP69ZERZ1Cbkgb7Yd45A
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLTZYG7bZ1u6pXfP69ZERZ1Cbkgb7Yd45A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmI4smS03FQ


Essential AI skills for everyone.

Hands-on learning with 
built-in assessments, 
real-world projects, 
and skill-building labs.

Rigorous
and relevant

to ensure you develop 
the skills employers 
are hiring for. 

Vetted by 
employers

Get on the fast track to high paying jobs with top employers.

Use this templateGet started today

with extensive 
experience in each 
field.

Created by 
Google experts

Flexible & 
On-Demand
Google Career 
certificates can be 
completed part-time in 
under 3-6 months.

Build AI skills 
AI lessons are included in 
each Google Career 
Certificate or explore 
AI-focused courses.

Google Career Certificates
including AI lessons

Cybersecurity Data
Analytics

Digital 
Marketing & 
E-commerce

IT Support Project 
Management UX Design

AI Essentials

Google AI Courses

grow.google/students

Accelerate 
Your Job 

Search with AI

AI Professional 
Certificate

Google Career Certificates and 
the Google AI Professional 
Certificate are recommended by 
the American Council on 
Education (ACE®) for up to 16 
college credits.

Earn College Credit

https://grow.google/
http://grow.google/students


Structure of a great prompt
Great prompts follow the 5-step framework – a simple way to guide 
Gemini step-by-step in creating exactly what you need. Use this as a 
model when building your own.

Step What it means Example

Persona Which expertise you want AI to 
draw from

Economics professor

Task What you want AI to help you with Test prep

Context Any background information AI 
needs to help you with this task 

Exam on macroeconomics

Format How you want the results to appear 
e.g. table, bulleted list, paragraph

Open-ended and multiple choice 
questions

References [Optional] Examples of what you 
are looking for

Example of quiz question

Example Prompt: 
You are an economics 101 professor. I am studying for a midterm exam on 
macroeconomics. Quiz me on the concepts of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 
the business cycle, starting with easier questions and getting progressively more 
challenging. Ask questions in open-ended and multiple choice format. For example, 
"What does the economic indicator Gross Domestic Product (GDP) measure?”

grow.google/students

Gemini

Prompt like a pro: 5-step framework

http://grow.google/students


Introduction 
to Gemini

grow.google/ai

Your personal AI assistant for learning.

http://grow.google/ai


Your personal AI assistant for learning.

Get started at gemini.google.com

Start a new 
chat

Add files from Google 
Drive or your computer 
to your prompt, to 
provide more context.

Pro Tip: Connect your 
existing notebooks from 
NotebookLM to unlock 
Gemini’s features on 
your existing sources.

Explore additional Gemini features in 
the Tool Menu, like: 

Instead of typing 
your prompt, 
speak it!

Enter your prompt 
in the chat box

Model Picker: Select 
your Gemini model.

Toggle between 
different Gemini models 
depending on whether 
you are looking for quick 
answers or advanced 
math, coding, and 
reasoning.

Deep Research: Conduct in-depth, cited 
research reports on complex topics

Create Videos: Create 8-second videos 
you can use for presentations

Images: Generate new images based on 
a prompt, or upload images for editing

Canvas: Build apps, custom code, games, 
or work with Gemini to edit documents

Guided Learning: Receive Interactive, 
step-by-step guidance  from Gemini.

��



Optional: upload 
references and 

notes to generate 
better results

Gemini will break down learning concepts 
step-by-step. Ask follow-up and clarifying 
questions to dive deeper.

  

● Move beyond answer-only 
output to receive full, 
adaptive explanations that 
reveal the “how” and “why” 
behind concepts

*Access Gemini features in your ‘Tools’ menu

Example Prompt

Select ‘Guided 
Learning’ from the 
tool box

Explore complex topics by opening 
interactive images (if available in the 
output)  in the side panel and clicking 
labels for in-depth insights.

Guided Learning acts as your personal 
study partner, walking you through 
problems and concepts step-by-step to 
ensure you master the concepts.

Guided Learning

    “What are the parts of a plant cell?”

Deepen your learning 
through active 
dialogue and 
open-ended questions

Use Guided Learning to…

Deepen your learning 
through active dialogue 
and open-ended 
questions



Deep Research helps you get up to speed 
on just about anything by automatically 
browsing hundreds of websites and 
creating insightful reports in minutes.

Optional: upload 
references, like notes 
and readings, to give 
more context and get 
better results

Select ‘Deep Research’ 
from the tool box

At the end of your report, Gemini 
will list the sources it referenced in 
its output for you to review and 
dive deeper

Create web pages, infographics, 
quizzes, flashcards, and audio 
overviews of your research report

Return back to your prompt 
to iterate and ask additional 
questions at any time.

*Access Gemini features in your ‘Tools’ menu

Deep Research

● Transform your prompt 
into a personalized, 
multi-step research plan 
to break down complex 
concepts more clearly

Kickstart assignments 
and prepare for exams 
with broad, initial 
research summaries of 
your topics of interest

Verify facts and cite 
with confidence with 
research findings that 
directly link back to 
original sources

“I'm working on a paper about the current and future trends in robotics. 
Can you help me understand what are key emerging trends and technological 

advancements driving those trends?”  

Example Prompt

Use Gemini Deep Research to…



Nano Banana Pro allows you to create and 
edit images with more creative control, 
enhanced details, and improved text 
rendering.

Optional: 
upload 
reference 
photos to give 
more context 
and generate 
better results

Uploaded reference 
photos will appear above 
the chat

Describe the image you 
would like to create in the 
prompt bar

Gemini will share the 
generated photo directly in 
chat. 

Iterate on your prompt to 
adjust the output.

*Access Gemini features in your ‘Tools’ menu

Nano Banana Pro

● Quickly create and edit 
images using simple, 
natural language prompts

Generate clear text for 
posters, diagrams and 
infographics for clubs 
and activities

Transform a photo into a 
professional headshot by 
adjusting style, camera 
angle, color, and more

“Create an infographic about this plant focusing on 
interesting information.”

Example Prompt

Use Create images in Gemini to…



With the Canvas feature, make Gemini your 
collaborative coding partner and go from 
prompts to prototypes within minutes to 
bring your ideas to life.

Enter your 
prompt in the 
chat bar.

Return back to your prompt to 
iterate and ask additional 
questions at any time.

Select ‘Canvas’ 
from the tool box

Gemini will provide code 
output based on your initial 
prompt

Export your 
finished output

*Access Gemini features in your ‘Tools’ menu

Coding Partner (Canvas)

● Turn Deep Research 
reports into apps, 
games, web pages, 
and more.

Get real-time feedback 
on your coding logic, 
debug errors, and 
refine your code

Use Gemini Canvas to…

Generate code that brings 
your ideas to life as a 
working, shareable game 
or app based on your 
prompt

“Help me build a simple physics simulation that shows a ball falling under gravity. 
Use Python and show how to adjust gravity, time, and object mass. Explain what each 

part of the code does”.

Example Prompt



With quizzes and flashcards in Gemini 
Canvas, turn your class notes into 
interactive study tools.

Optional: add your class 
notes to your prompt for 
tailored quiz questions and 
recommendations

Return back to your prompt 
to iterate and ask additional 
questions at any time.

At the end of the quiz, get a detailed 
breakdown of performance and 
additional study resources

Gemini will provide an interactive 
quiz based on your prompt and 
uploaded documents

*Access Gemini features in your ‘Tools’ menu

Quizzes & Flashcards (Canvas)

● Transform pages of 
lecture notes into 
study guides and 
flashcards

Generate practice exams 
directly from your course 
notes to spot knowledge 
gaps and boost your 
learning

Get a prioritized study 
plan that focuses your 
attention exactly where 
you need it most

      “Generate a quiz about the impressionist movement”.

Example Prompt

Use Gemini Canvas to…



      Gems
Gems let you turn your go-to prompts into reusable study 
tools, like custom tutors or flashcard generators, so you can 
spend less time setting up, and more time learning.

Create your own custom Gem built to tackle 
your specific needs. Scroll down to the Gem 
Manager to get started.

Get started easily with 
pre-made Gems by Google, 
like “Career Guide”

Access Gem manager in the side 
panel of Gemini

Provide detailed instructions to 
make your Gem work for you. You 
can use the prepared prompts at the 
end of this guide for inspiration.

Give your new, personalized Gem a 
name, like “Chemistry Tutor”.

Optional: Upload files to give 
more context and get more 
helpful responses.

Test your Gem in the preview panel.

Select a default tool, like Guided 
Learning, for your Gem.

Add a description for your Gem.



Introduction to 
NotebookLM

grow.google/ai

Your personal AI assistant for learning.

http://grow.google/ai


Understand anything with NotebookLM

Give your 
notebook 
a name

Share your notebook 
with your class so they 
can access the 
information and get 
their questions 
answered. 

Upload your own materials  (like course notes, research, 
readings, or study guides) or browse the web for sources.

NotebookLM will only use information from the sources you 
provide. Think of it as an expert on your specific documents.

Video Overview: Turn your sources 
into a video of AI-narrated slides.

Audio Overview: Turn your sources 
into in-depth audio summaries.

Mind Map visually summarize your 
sources as a  branching diagram.

Reports: Generate custom documents, 
like blog posts, based on your sources.

Quiz: Test your comprehension with 
questions based on your sources.

Flashcards: Create interactive 
cards from your sources

Get started at notebooklm.google.com

Infographic: Turn your sources into 
a single, engaging visual summary

Data Table:: Synthesize your 
sources into clear, structured tables

Slide deck: Transform your sources 
into a polished presentation



Generate an Audio Overview of your sources.

Audio Overviews

Access Audio Overviews 
in the Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the overview.

Select your Audio Overview format.

1. Deep dive into your sources
2. Snackable brief to grasp core ideas
3. Critique to improve your material
4. Debate to offer new perspectives.

Choose from 
over 80 
available 
languages

Choose your Audio 
Overview length

Describe the key topics, 
sources, and more that 
you’d like your Audio 
Overview to focus on.

Remember: the Audio 
Overview will be based on 
the content from your 
uploaded sources

Your Audio Overviews will be 
saved in the Studio Panel.

You can listen, share, rename 
download, and delete your 

saved Audio Overview at any 
time.



Access Video Overviews 
in the Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the overview.

Select your Video Overview 
format.

1. A structured, 
comprehensive overview

2. A bite-sized overview to 
grasp core ideas

Choose from 
over 80 
available 
languages

Describe the key topics, 
sources, and more that 
you’d like your Video 
Overview to focus on.

Remember: the Video 
Overview will be based on 
the content from your 
uploaded sources

Your Video Overviews will be 
saved in the Studio Panel.

You can watch, share, 
rename download, and 

delete your saved Video 
Overview at any time.

Choose your Video 
Overview style

Transform your sources into a video of 
AI-generated slides.

Video Overviews



Connect the ideas from your sources with 
a Mind Map.

Mind Map

Access Mind Maps in the 
Studio Panel.

Click on the icon to open 
the Mind Map

The initial Mind Map will help you 
understand the big picture and key themes 
of your uploaded sources, quickly. 

Click on a node to expand the Mind 
Map and visually discover how 
different ideas relate to each other. 

Your Mind Maps will be 
saved in the Studio Panel.



Create customizable reports based on your 
source documents.

Reports

Access Reports in the 
Studio Panel. 

Click on the icon to 
open the Reports menu.

Select the type of report you would like to generate. 
Create your own, or choose from one of the following:

1. Briefing doc highlighting key insights and quotes
2. Study guide of key concepts and test materials
3. Blog post of source material

Your Reports will be saved 
in the Studio Panel.

You can view, share, 
rename download, and 

delete your saved Reports 
at any time.



Reinforce key terms and core concepts 
with flashcards.

Flashcards

Access Flashcards in the 
Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the Flashcards.

Select the number of 
Flashcards you would like 
to generate.

Describe the key topics, sources, 
and more that you’d like your 
Flashcards to focus on.

Remember:  Flashcards will be 
based on the content from your 
uploaded sources

Select the level of difficulty 
for your Flashcards

Your Flashcards will be 
saved in the Studio Panel.

You can view, share, 
rename download, and 

delete your saved 
Flashcards at any time.

Click on a flashcard to 
reveal the answer. 

You can ask Gemini to 
‘Explain’ an answer, which 
will open a chat window 
with more context.



Test your comprehension and challenge 
yourself with interactive quizzes.

Quizzes

Access Quizzes in the 
Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the quiz.

Select the number of 
Quiz questions you would 
like to generate.

Describe the key topics, 
sources, and more that you’d 
like your Quizzes to focus on.

Remember: Quizzes will be 
based on the content from 
your uploaded sources

Select the level of difficulty 
for your Quiz

Your Quizzes will be saved 
in the Studio Panel.

You can view, share, 
rename download, and 

delete your saved Quizzes 
at any time.

After answering a 
question, You can 
ask Gemini to 
‘Explain’ the 
correct answer, 
which will open a 
chat window with 
more context.



Turn complex information from your sources 
into a single, engaging visual summary.

Infographic

Access Infographic in the 
Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the infographic.

Choose the level of detail you 
would like your infographic to 
cover. Standard is selected by 
default.

Describe the style, focus,  key 
topics, sources, that you’d 
like your infographic to focus 
on.

Remember: Infographics will 
be based on the content from 
your uploaded sources

Select the language for 
your infographic

Choose between landscape, 
portrait, and square for  the 
orientation of your 
infographic 

Your Infographics 
will be saved in the 

Studio Panel.

You can view, share, 
rename download, 

and delete your 
saved Infographics 

at any time.



Transform your sources into a polished 
presentation by generating a Slide Deck

Slides

Access Slides in the 
Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the slides.

Choose the desired 
length of your generated 
slide deck

Select the language for 
your infographic

Choose between a detailed 
deck or a presenter deck for 
the format of your 
generated slides

Your Slides will be saved 
in the Studio Panel.

You can view, share, 
rename download, and 

delete your saved Slides 
at any time.

Describe the style, focus,  key 
topics, sources, that you’d like 
your slides to focus on.

Remember: Slides will be based 
on the content from your 
uploaded sources



Synthesize your sources into clean, structured 
tables, ready to export to Google Sheets

Data Table

Access Slides in the 
Studio Panel. 

Choose the ‘Edit’ icon to 
customize the data table.

Select the language for 
your data table

Your Data Tables will be saved 
in the Studio Panel.

You can view, share, rename 
download, and delete your 

saved Data Tables at any time.

Describe the style, focus,  key 
topics, sources, that you’d like 
your data table to focus on.

Remember: Data tables will be 
based on the content from your 
uploaded sources
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