
 

 
 

 
Introducing the Professional 
Cloud Architect Renewal Exam 
A new way to renew your Google Cloud certification 

 

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam offers a streamlined way to renew your Professional 
Cloud Architect certification. You now have the option to renew your certification by taking either the 
new 1 hour Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam or the standard 2 hour Professional Cloud 
Architect exam. 

 
 
The new 1-hour, multiple-choice exam reduces the time, complexity, and cost associated with retaking 
the standard certification exam every two years.  

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam presents an engaging case study aligned to generative 
AI solutions. Cloud architects who renew their Professional Cloud Architect certification can stay 
up-to-date with Google Cloud technology and demonstrate their ability to solve business challenges 
using generative AI to solve real-world business problems. 
 

Who is eligible to take the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam? 

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal Exam is available to certified individuals who want to renew 
their active Professional Cloud Architect certification and are within their renewal eligibility period (60 
days prior to and 30 days after the certification expiration date). 

 

 



 

 

What is the focus of the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam? 

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam presents a case study that focuses on practical 
generative AI solutions in enterprise settings. The exam enables cloud architects to demonstrate their 
ability to apply generative AI solutions to real-world business challenges in various industries such as 
retail and media and entertainment.  

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal Exam Guide provides specific guidance on the topics and 
case studies that may appear on the exam. 
 

How much does the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam cost? 

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam is $100 USD. Eligible partners can request an exam 
voucher through the Partner Recertification program.  
 

How can I prepare for the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam? Are there recommended 
study materials? 

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal Exam Learning Path guides you through a curated collection of 
on-demand courses,  labs, and skill badges that provide you with real-world, hands-on experience to 
prepare for the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal Exam. 

In addition, reviewing Google Cloud documentation, Vertex AI documentation, and the Professional 
Cloud Architect Renewal Exam Guide is recommended for thorough preparation. Keep in mind that the 
exam focuses on applying knowledge of the technologies. 
 

Is sitting the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam the only way I can renew my Professional 
Cloud Architect certification? What are my options? 

During your renewal eligibility period, you can choose to take one of these exams to renew your 
Professional Cloud Architect certification: 

● Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam - 1 hour, 25 questions, 1 case study 
● Professional Cloud Architect exam - 2 hours, 50 questions, 2 case studies 

 

Once my renewal eligibility period ends, can I take the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam 
to recertify? 

Once your renewal eligibility period ends, you must take the standard Professional Cloud Architect 
exam to recertify.  
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https://services.google.com/fh/files/misc/professional_cloud_architect_renewal_exam_guide_eng.pdf
https://rsvp.withgoogle.com/events/partner-learning/renew-your-google-cloud-certification
https://rsvp.withgoogle.com/events/partner-learning/renew-your-google-cloud-certification
https://www.cloudskillsboost.google/paths/1834
https://services.google.com/fh/files/misc/professional_cloud_architect_renewal_exam_guide_eng.pdf
https://services.google.com/fh/files/misc/professional_cloud_architect_renewal_exam_guide_eng.pdf


 

 

Can I register for both the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam and the standard 
Professional Cloud Architect exam at the same time? 

You can only register for one of these exams at a time. If you already registered for the standard exam 
but would like to attempt the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam, you can cancel the 
registration and then register for the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam. If you used a voucher 
code, you can use the same voucher code once the first exam is canceled.  
 

I want to register for the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam in Webassessor. Why can’t 
I see the exam in the catalog?  

The Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam is only displayed and available to certified individuals 
who are within their renewal eligibility period (60 days prior to and 30 days after their certification 
expiration date). 
 

If I don’t pass the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam on my first attempt, how long must I 
wait to take it again? 

If you don't pass the exam, you can take it again after 14 days. If you don't pass the second time, you 
must wait 60 days before you can take it a third time. We recommend you attempt the exam as soon as 
your renewal eligibility period opens (60 days before your certification expires) so that you have 
sufficient time to retake the exam, if necessary. 
 

If I don’t pass the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam on my first attempt, can I take the 
standard Professional Cloud Architect exam for my second attempt? 

Yes, you have the option to take either the Professional Cloud Architect Renewal exam or the standard 
Professional Cloud Architect exam for each attempt during your renewal eligibility period. 
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