
At a Glance

Best practices for Google+ Ripples include:
•	 �Using the URL search to view Ripples for 
your domain

•	 �Identifying key influencers and adding 	
your followers to your Circles

•	 �Tracking the virality of YouTube videos 
shared in posts

•	 �Using the timeline to visualize the spread 	
of your content over time	
�

�

About Google+ Ripples
Ripples is a unique and powerful tool which allows you to see how your 
content is shared and spread across Google+. Visual graphs, animations 
and timelines illustrate who is sharing your public posts, URLs and YouTube 
videos. Ripples enables you to determine who is discussing you and your 
brand, and who has the greatest level of influence.

Making the most of Google+ Ripples
It’s really quick and easy to access Ripples. Just go to any public post, click 
on the drop-down button and select “View Ripples.” Below are a few best 
practices to help you leverage the power of Ripples.

•	 �Check Ripples frequently to see how your content is being spread across 
Google+. You’ll be amazed at how quickly your posts, and the posts of 
others, literally “ripple” outward across the community.

Google+ Ripples  
Best practices for viewing content sharing  
on Google+

One sheeter  |  Google+ Ripples



•	 �Track your own posts as well as any posts that link to your domain by 
using the URL search feature. This will help you understand how viral 
your content is, and how vast your brand’s community is on Google+.

•	 �Identify top influencers by clicking on larger Ripples. You can then add 
those influencers who already have you in their Circles to your Circles by 
clicking on the name in the Ripple, or on the sidebar list to ensure that 	
you follow them.

•	 �Use the zoom slider to get a closer look at individual Ripples to see 	
sharing patterns, influencer details and user comments on shares.

•	 �Use the timeline feature to see how your posts have spread over time. 
Click the “play” button arrow under “Watch the spread of this post” 	
and see an animation of the diagram, illustrating how your content 	
was shared.

•	 �Track the virality of a YouTube video by generating a Ripple for a recent 
post linking to the video.

•	 �Use the statistics and charts below the diagram to view key metrics about 
who spreads your content, how much traction their comments get and the 
languages they speak. You’ll learn a lot about who values – and shares – 
your content.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why should I use Ripples?
Ripples provides insights into who is sharing your content and how 
it’s spreading across Google+. It lets you discover sharing “hubs” (key 
influencers) and identify networks of users who are re-sharing your 
content. You can also read comments posted with the re-shares, and 	
click on the names of key influencers who already have you in their 	
Circles to add them to your Circles.

Why did Google create Ripples?
Google has a long history of bringing smart analytics to users who want to 
learn more about how users are interacting with their content. Ripples was 
created as a simple, visual tool for tracking content sharing within Google+.

Can I use Ripples to track private sharing of posts?
Ripples only tracks public posts and shares. If a post has been re-shared 
both publicly and privately, the Ripple will only reflect the public re-shares. 	
If no Ripple is available for a post or domain that means it has had no recent 
public re-shares.

What are the circles that I see in my Ripples diagram?
These circles illustrate who has publicly shared a post. People who are 
“hubs” for sharing, i.e. people from whom many people share content 
directly, are considered influencers. They are depicted as larger circles, 	
often with smaller circles that represent individual re-sharers. The size of 
the circle reflects the relative influence of that person in re-sharing your 
content. Note that people who comment on or +1 public posts but don’t 
re-share them will not appear in the diagram.

Can I use Ripples build my brand’s Google+ community?
Yes! Ripples makes it easy to view and grow communities of fans who are 
posting and sharing content about your brand. Use the URL search tool 	



to create a Ripple for your top-level domain (such as www.google.com) and 
see who’s been posting and re-sharing content with a link to your site. Then, 
add influencers who already have you in their Circles to your Circles to 
grow your community. You can also measure how viral a YouTube video is 
by creating a Ripple based on a recent post with a video you want to track.

How do I add people to my Circles from Ripples?
Grow your community by clicking on the names of top influencers (those 
displayed larger in the diagram), either in each circle or in the sidebar list. 
If they already have you in their Circles, you can then add them to your 
Circles so that you can follow them. 

Learn More
Visit google.com/+ to try Ripples for yourself.
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