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DISCLAIMER 

This document has been prepared by SoftwareONE and is sponsored by Google. This publication contains proprietary information 

that is protected by copyright. SoftwareONE reserves all rights thereto. 

SoftwareONE or Google shall not be liable for possible errors in this document. Liability for damages directly and indirectly associated 

with the supply or use of this document is excluded as far as legally permissible. This report must not be copied, reproduced, passed 

to third parties or used for engineering purposes without the express permission of SoftwareONE. 

 This document is not intended to replace the Product Terms. 

 This document is not intended to replace the Product Use Rights or Product List or Online Service Terms or other binding 

contractual documents. 

 Please be aware that any licensing, or product information could be subject to change. 

 All content confers no rights and is provided for information purposes only. 

 Please be aware, my own emphasis may have been added to quotations and extracts from 3rd party sources. 

 Information provided is not official guidance from Microsoft or its subsidiaries. 

 !ƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ άŀǎ-ƛǎέΦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¦w[ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ²Ŝō 

site references, may change without notice. 

 This document does not provide you with any legal rights to any intellectual property in any Microsoft product. 

 Please be aware that nothing in this document constitutes specific technical advice. Some of the material in this document 

may have been prepared some time ago and therefore may have been superseded. Specialist advice from the vendor 

should be taken in relation to specific circumstances. 

 The contents of this document are for general information purposes only. Whilst the author endeavors that the information 

in this document is correct, no warranty, express or implied, is given as to its accuracy and the owner, sponsor, primary 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƴȅ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƻǊ ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

 The contributing authors and owner, or sponsors of this document shall not be liable for any damages (including, without 

limitation, damages for loss of business or loss of profits) arising in contract, tort or otherwise from the use of, or inability 

to use, this document, associated website or collateral or any material contained in it, or from any action or decision taken 

as a result of using this website or any such material. 

 This Disclaimer is not intended to and does not create any contractual or other legal rights. 

Copyright © 2020 by SoftwareONE Inc. All Rights Reserved. SoftwareONE is a registered trademark of SoftwareONE AG. All other 

trademarks, service marks or trade names appearing herein are the property of their respective owners. The content has been 

compiled with meticulous care and to the best of our knowledge. However, SoftwareONE cannot assume any liability for the up-to-

dateness, completeness or accuracy. 

Document Author: Tony Mackelworth, Global Subject Lead - Microsoft Advisory Services, SoftwareONE 
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PURPOSE 

This Licensing Guide is intended for professionals who are considering deployment of Microsoft software on Google 

Cloud Platform (GCP). The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to common licensing scenarios relevant to 

the GCP offering.  

This guide is organized by principle topics, or workloads, relevant to running Microsoft workloads on GCP. The content 

is provided with references to documentation with hyperlinks where available.   

The document covers the following core topics and workloads, addressing Windows server, SQL server, Microsoft 

Application Servers, Developer Licensing, Windows Desktop, Office Client, and the implications of Microsoft Volume 

Agreements, and considerations for Service Providers.  

We hope you find the document of value.  

 

-Tony Mackelworth 

Global Subject Lead - Microsoft Advisory Services, SoftwareONE 

  

https://www.softwareone.com/en/solutions/publisher-advisory-services/microsoft/microsoft-advisory-services
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GENERAL 

GCP shared-tenancy 

GCP shared-tenancy is unmanaged compute service, hosted in a shared tenancy environment to multiple customers1. 

Customers can opt to create private or use the pre-built images and select the region and zones their instances are 

deployed but cannot specify a host server. 

GCP sole-tenant 

GCP sole-tenant nodes are physical Compute Engine servers that are dedicated for hosting VM instances for your 

specific project. Normally, VM instances run on physical hosts that may be shared by many customers. With sole-tenant 

nodes, the host is dedicated to your business.2  

GCP sole-tenant is a dedicated server that is physically isolated for use by a single customer. All hardware resources and 

storage will remain fully dedicated to your use for the term of your subscription.  

Each sole-tenant node is associated with one physical server, and is the only node running on that server. You can 

manually select the location to launch your instances to a specific dedicated host. Node affinity determines which nodes 

your VM instances use as a host system. You can configure additional affinity labels so that your instances run only on 

the node groups that you want or share nodes only with instances of the same affinity type. Affinity labels keep sensitive 

data together on specific node groups and separate from your other node groups and other VM instances running on 

Compute Engine. It provides you with visibility and control to meet regulatory and compliance requirements. 

In this case, the dedicated server description3 within the Microsoft Product Terms complies with the service description 

for GCP sole-ǘŜƴŀƴǘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǳǎŜΦ  

DƻƻƎƭŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨListed Provider,Ω4and from October 1, 2019, and is subject to updated 

outsourcing terms5 for hosting of customer software on dedicated hosted cloud services. 

Google Cloud VMware Engine 

Google Cloud VMware Engine is a VMware managed service product that enables businesses running on premises 

VMware workloads to seamlessly migrate to Google Cloud without needing to re-architect or refactor their applications. 

¢ƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ±aǿŀǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ-defined data center 

stack on bare metal infrastructure located in Google Cloud data centers. Google is responsible for the management of 

the physical server infrastructure.  

The all-flash NVMe-based storage can support the speed and performance required for demanding workloads, such as 

SQL server, SharePoint server, Microsoft Exchange server, and Windows Desktop OS VDI running on VMware. VMware 

Engine also has the ability to reduce the core count in the nodes to align with licensing requirements.   

In this case, the dedicated server description6 within the Microsoft Product Terms complies with the service description 

for Google Cloud VMware EngineΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ7, and is also subject to updated 

 
1 The shared tenancy service description is available here  
2 The sole-tenant service description is available here. 
3 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122. 
4 DƻƻƎƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψ[ƛǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ нлмф- http://aka.ms/listedproviders  
5 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 
6 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122. 
7  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ to Listed Providers 

under the product-specific licensing terms. As part of the service, all customers get dedicated bare metal hosts with local attached disks that are 
physically isolated from other hardware. An ESXi hypervisor with vSAN runs on every node and the nodes are managed through customer-
dedicated VMware vCenter and NSX. 

https://cloud.google.com/docs/overview/cloud-platform-services
https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/images
https://cloud.google.com/sole-tenant-nodes
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/news/updated-licensing-rights-for-dedicated-cloud
https://cloud.google.com/vmware-engine
https://cloud.google.com/docs/overview/cloud-platform-services
https://cloud.google.com/blog/products/gcp/introducing-sole-tenant-nodes-for-google-compute-engine
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
http://aka.ms/listedproviders
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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outsourcing terms8 for Listed Providers when hosting of customer software on dedicated servers like Google Cloud 

VMware Engine.  

This document will provide guidance on how to navigate the licensing requirements to continue to run Microsoft 

workloads on GCP sole-tenant and Google Cloud VMware Engine as permitted by the Microsoft Product Terms. For 

brevity, this document will refer to both services collectively as sole-tenant for the purposes of Microsoft licensing 

considerations for dedicated host cloud services.  

  

 
8 Please refer to {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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HOW GOOGLE SUPPORTS MICROSOFT SOFTWARE 

Google is a Service Provider 

As a Service Provider, Google provides hardware and infrastructure services, with additional Software Services9 on 

Google shared-tenancy. Microsoft licenses are included in the cost of the Windows server instances purchased on-

demand from Google shared tenancy. Google is responsible for providing the software images, and  reporting monthly 

licensing usage of our customers to Microsoft under the Service Provider Licensing Agreement (SPLA).  

Google is an Authorized Mobility Partner 

!ǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ΨAuthorized Mobility PartnerΩ ό!atύΣ10 Google is providing hardware and infrastructure services, with 

additional Software Services on Google shared tenancy. Customers that own Volume Licenses that are eligible for 

License Mobility11 through Software Assurance can be assigned to Google shared tenancy by customers under their 

Volume Agreement(s). Under this extended use right, customers are responsible for uploading their own images, and 

reporting under the terms of their Volume Agreement(s) to Microsoft.  

The customer cannot use License Mobility if they are providing a Software Service based on Microsoft software to their 

own end-customers. Windows server instances do not benefit from License Mobility, and can be purchased via on-

demand instances from Google.  

The list of eligible server products for License Mobility are defined in the Microsoft Product Terms, including but not 

limited to: Microsoft SQL server, Microsoft Exchange, Microsoft Skype for Business, Microsoft SharePoint, Microsoft 

System Center, Remote Desktop Services CAL, BizTalk server and eligible Dynamics products. In this document these 

products will be collectively referred to as Microsoft Application Servers. 

Google is a Listed Provider  

As a Listed Provider, Google is providing hardware and infrastructure services, on dedicated servers via GCP sole-tenant 

or dedicated VMware stack via Google Cloud VMware Engine. Customers that own Volume Licenses that are eligible for 

License Mobility through Software Assurance, eligible licenses can be assigned to Google dedicated servers by 

customers under their Volume Agreement(s). Under this extended use right, customers are responsible for uploading 

their own images, and reporting under the terms of their Volume Agreement(s) to Microsoft.  

Some licenses that are not eligible for License Mobility (for example, Windows server), or where Software Assurance 

has not been purchased or has lapsed (for example SQL server), can still be assigned to dedicated servers - specific 

guidance is provided in this document. Our customers are also encouraged to refer to the Product Terms.  

The customer cannot use License Mobility under their own Volume Licensing if they are providing a Software Service 

based on Microsoft software to their own end-customers. In this case, the customer should license eligible products 

under their own Service Provider Licensing Agreement.  

Google is a Datacenter Provider to other Service Providers 

As a Datacenter Provider (DCP), Google is providing hardware and infrastructure services, with additional Software 

Services, to another Service Provider  on Google shared tenancy. The customer in-turn, is providing Software Services 

based on Microsoft software to their own end-customers. The customer is responsible for providing their own images, 

and reporting monthly licensing usage for their customers to Microsoft under their Service Provider Licensing 

 
9Ψ{ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {t[! ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎΦ ! ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ άƳŀȅ ƴƻǘ όŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǘƻύ ǳǎŜ 

ǘƘŜ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎΦwŜŦΥ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 
122.  
10 D/t ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊέ ǘƻ άƘƻǎǘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎέΣ ŀs described in the 

Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 82 of 122.  
11 ¢ƘŜ D/t ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅέ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, 

April 2020, page 94 of 122 

http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Fdownload.microsoft.com%2Fdownload%2F7%2F9%2Fb%2F79bd917e-760b-48b6-a266-796b3e47c47a%2FAuthorized_Mobility_Partners.pdf
https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/ms-licensing
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/news/updated-licensing-rights-for-dedicated-cloud
https://cloud.google.com/sole-tenant-nodes
https://cloud.google.com/vmware-engine
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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Agreement. Eligible products include Microsoft Office Professional Plus, Remote Desktop Services, Exchange server, and 

SharePoint server. The customer can purchase SQL server via on-demand instances from Google, or elect to license SQL 

server with Subscriber Access Licenses (SALs) under their own SPLA. Windows server instances are purchased on-

demand from Google shared-tenancy.  

Microsoft server products that are licensed under the Per Processor and Per Core metrics (Windows server, SQL server) 
are not eligible for licensing and use under the Service ProviŘŜǊΩǎ {t[! ƻƴ D/t ǎƘŀǊŜŘ-tenancy.  

The Service Provider needs to have the day-to-day management over the physical data center to accurately determine 
the processors and/or cores used to support infrastructure software to report to Microsoft. Accordingly, Products 
licensed under the per processor and per core licensing models in the SPLA are not eligible for software services 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ 5ŀǘŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ12and instead should be acquired from GCP.  

Google is an Outsourcing Company to other Service Providers 

As a Listed Provider, acting as a dedicated outsourcer to a Service Provider, Google is providing hardware and 

infrastructuǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǳǎŜΦ DƻƻƎƭŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ 

ŀ ΨŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ Ǿƛŀ GCP sole-tenant or dedicated 

VMware stack via Google Cloud VMware Engine. 

The customer in-turn, is providing Software Services based on Microsoft software to their end-customer.  The customer 

is responsible for providing their own images, and reporting monthly licensing usage for their customers to Microsoft 

under their Service Provider Licensing Agreement. The customer with SPLA products licenses by core or physical 

processor (Windows server, SQL server) can be deployed to GCP sole-tenant. 

The customer cannot use License Mobility if they are providing a Software Service based on Microsoft software to their 

own end-customers.  

For the end-customer of the Service Provider, that owns Volume Licenses that are eligible for License Mobility through 

Software Assurance, licenses can be assigned to Google dedicated servers by customers under their Volume 

Agreement(s) providing the server remains dedicated to their sole use.  

Under this extended use right, end-customers are responsible for uploading their own images, and reporting under the 

terms of their Volume Agreement(s) to Microsoft.  

Some licenses that are not eligible for License Mobility (for example, Windows server), or where Software Assurance 

has not been purchased or has lapsed (for example SQL server), can still be assigned to dedicated servers subject to the 

updated outsourcing terms for Listed Providers - specific guidance is provided in this document.  

The end-customer is responsible for all of the reporting and compliance obligations under their volume licensing 
agreement regardless of the physical location of the hardware upon which the software is used.  

The end-customer should refer to their Microsoft Volume Agreement and binding contractual documents for additional 
information on reporting their licensing requirements to Microsoft.   

Google Services available On-Premises 

{ƻƳŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ-premises infrastructure like Anthos GKE on-premises. This 

service enables customers to modernize legacy applications in containers, on existing customer hardware.  

In this case, the customer is responsible for deploying their own images, and all reporting and compliance obligations 

under their volume licensing agreement for Microsoft software deployed on their hardware. If the Microsoft software 

was migrated to dedicated servers in GCP, it would be subject to the updated outsourcing licensing terms for Listed 

Providers. 

Please refer to your Microsoft Volume Agreement and binding contractual documents for additional information on 

reporting your licensing requirements to Microsoft. 

 
12 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻΥ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΥ [ŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ 5ŀǘŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ wŜǎŜƭƭŜǊǎΩΣ tŀƎŜ н ƻŦ у 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/news/updated-licensing-rights-for-dedicated-cloud
https://cloud.google.com/sole-tenant-nodes
https://cloud.google.com/vmware-engine
https://cloud.google.com/anthos/gke
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WINDOWS SERVER 

There are two available options to deploy Windows servers on GCP: virtual machine instances and sole-tenant nodes13.  

Virtual Machine instances: Windows server per-core licenses are included in the cost of the Windows server instances 

purchased on-demand and hosted in a shared-tenancy environment. Whether you bring your existing Windows server 

images to run on VM instances or use the pre-built images available in GCP, the license is included in the cost, and 

Windows server CALs are not required.  

Sole-tenant nodes: GCP provides the option to bring your own licensing (BYOL) for Windows server with your own 

images to GCP sole-tenant and remain compliant for Microsoft licensing, subject to the updated outsourcer licensing 

terms14 for Listed Providers.  

A sole-tenant from GCP is a dedicated single-tenant host that is fully dedicated for your use. GCP will not support two 

customers to share the same set of resources, such as hardware or storage for the term of your subscription. In this 

case, the dedicated host description within the Microsoft Product Terms15 applies to this service. 

²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-tenant 

environment, so we only recommend assignment to our sole-tenant offering. Windows server licenses can only be 

assigned to physically dedicated sole-tenant hosts, subject to the updated outsourcing terms16.  

Updated Outsourcing Terms  

For Windows server volume licenses acquired on or after October 1, 2019, use on GCP sole-tenant is not permitted. 

However, customers who are eligible under the following eligibility criteria, can continue to bring their Windows server 

licenses to GCP sole-tenant:  

Existing Licenses  

 For Windows server licenses acquired before October 1, 2019 are permitted subject to the Product Terms in 

effect when those licenses were acquired.17 This enables customers to continue to assign their existing licenses 

for versions released before October 1, 2019. 

 For Windows server licenses acquired under existing enrollments with an effective date prior to October 1, 

2019 but acquired after October 1, 2019 under the Enterprise Agreement (EA) True-up order process, for any 

product version released prior to October 1, 2019, can also be assigned.18  

Software Assurance Renewal   

 If you are using software under perpetual licenses, for example acquired through an Enterprise Agreement 

(EA), or Server Cloud Enrollment (SCE), renewal of Software Assurance for perpetual licenses will not affect 

your perpetual use rights for existing versions and will remain consistent with licensing use on traditional 

oǳǘǎƻǳǊŎŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ19. 

Subscription Renewal   

 If you are using software under subscription volume agreement, for example under an Enterprise Agreement 

Subscription (EAS), or subscribe to licenses under a Server Cloud Enrollment, you are bound to the new terms 

 
13 For brevity, this document will refer to both GCP sole-tenant and Google Cloud VMware Engine  services collectively as sole-tenant for the 

purposes of Microsoft licensing considerations for dedicated host cloud services. 
14 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 
15 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122. 
16 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 
17 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
18 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
19 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 

https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/#windows_server
http://aka.ms/listedproviders
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
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on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade to a version of software made available on or after 

October 1, 201920.  

Planning to Upgrade Version 

 If you elect to upgrade to a new version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version 

under the updated outsourcing terms. You will not be permitted to assign your Windows server volume 

licenses to GCP sole-tenant for those upgraded servers.  

New License Purchase 

 If you elect to purchase a new license on or after October 1, 2019, you are required to follow the updated 

outsourcing terms, and restrictions for assignment of the new licenses to GCP sole-tenant acquired after that 

date will apply.  

If you do not have eligible Windows server licenses or if you plan to run the latest versions of Windows server released 

after October 1, 2019, you can purchase Windows server instances on GCP sole-tenant. This will allow you to continue 

to use GCP sole-tenant for your Windows server workloads. 

The following guidance for assignment of volume licenses for Windows server to GCP sole-tenant are subject to licenses 

and deployed version(s) meeting the eligibility criteria.  

License Reassignment 

Each sole-tenant node is associated with one physical server dedicated to hosting your VM instances. You can control 

VM placement to launch your instances to a dedicated host, and instance affinity will allow specific node affinities 

between your nodes and VM instances. This will enable you to control VM instance placement to satisfy the restriction 

of license reassignment once every 90 days.21  

The license re-assignment rule will apply to your licensing of Windows server unless there is a permanent hardware 

failure. In this scenario when there is permanent failure of hardware22 components, the sole-tenant node that is hosting 

the VM instances will use live migration23 to move the VM instances to replacement host hardware automatically. If 

there is complete hardware failure, the VM will crash and restart automatically and a host-error is logged.  

License Reporting  

Windows server is licensed by the physical cores on each host. GCP provides visibility into the number of physical 

processors and physical cores, and number of Windows VMs running on the host machine to keep track of how your 

Windows server VMs use the resources of the dedicated host.  

If you elect to bring your own licensing for Windows server, then this would also require Windows server CALs. Your 

organization may already be licensed for Windows server CALs24 through Core CAL, Enterprise CAL, or Office 365 license 

packages such as Microsoft 365 E3, and Microsoft 365 E5.  

You may also require additional licenses for Windows server Rights Management Services (RMS) CALs, or Remote 

Desktop Services (RDS) CALs.  

Remote Desktop Services (RDS) CALs will be required should a licensed user, or licensed devices, directly or indirectly 

access RDS functionality, for example Remote Desktop Session Host (RDSH), or as a Connection Broker.  

If you require more than two connections to Remote Desktop for administration, you may require additional licenses 

for Remote Desktop Services (RDS) CALs. Please work with your preferred Licensing Solution Provider (LSP) to purchase 

additional RDS CALs as required.  

 
20 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
21 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ф ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ !ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ wŜŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122. 
22 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ф ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ !ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ wŜŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122. 
23 The description of live migration available for Compute Engine is available here. 
24 Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ/![ 9ǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴŎȅΩ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 84 of 122.  

https://cloud.google.com/compute/disks-image-pricing
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/live-migration
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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Containers 

Windows server Standard supports two VMs, or two Windows server containers with Hyper-V isolation, and unlimited 

Windows server containers (without Hyper-V isolation), when the server is licensed appropriately with Windows server 

Standard per-core licenses25. 

Each Windows server container with Hyper-V isolation used to host one or more Windows server Container(s) is 

considered one VM for licensing purposes.  

A server licensed with Windows server Standard edition per-core licenses must be fully licensed again to run a further 

2 VMs. The rules for licensing Windows server Containers with Hyper-V isolation are exactly the same as for VMs.   

Windows server Datacenter edition supports unlimited OSEs, Windows server containers with Hyper-V isolation and 

Windows server containers (without Hyper-V isolation), when the server is licensed appropriately with Windows server 

Datacenter per-core licenses.  

You are responsible for all reporting and compliance obligations under your volume licensing agreement regardless of 

the physical location of the hardware upon which the software is used.  

Please refer to your Microsoft Volume Agreement and binding contractual documents for additional information on 

reporting your licensing requirements to Microsoft. 

Licensing with Datacenter Edition 

Sole-tenant is a dedicated host offering that provides a commercial benefit in licensing your sole-tenant(s) with 

Windows server Datacenter Edition or Core Infrastructure Suite (CIS) Datacenter Edition, for eligible licenses. This will 

support an unlimited number of Windows server VM instances and containers26, to run on the licensed host. This 

approach can be advantageous when you have a higher number of Windows server VM instances running on the sole-

tenant node.  

If your organizaǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǳǎŜ όǎŜŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ψ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ 

hǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳǎΩ ŀōƻǾŜύ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ 5ŀǘŀŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ D/t ǎƻƭŜ-

tenant.  

Software Assurance 

It is not required to have Software Assurance to bring your own Windows server licenses to the GCP sole-tenant. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ 

software versions are released,27 and to leverage Software Assurance Benefits. 

If new versions were released since your original license purchase, active Software Assurance coverage over that period 

would permit upgrade to released versions now in mainstream or extended support. This would avoid the additional 

ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎΩ28. Google recommends that customers maintain or upgrade to a 

supported version. 

Software Assurance renewal does not affect your perpetual use rights for existing versions29. However, if you upgrade 

to a new version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version under the updated outsourcing 

terms.  

 
25 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, pages 33, 51, and 83 of 122. Microsoft publish abridged licensing guidance for 

containers in Windows server here  
26 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ{ŜǊǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ όǇŜǊ ŎƻǊŜύΩ ς Item 3 of the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 10 of 122. 
27 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 87 of 122. 
28 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΩ here  
29 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloud-platform/windows-server-pricing
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloud-platform/extended-security-updates
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
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GCP sole-tenant is ideal for leveraging licenses where active Software Assurance has not been maintained, or licenses 

were purchased without Software Assurance. Additionally, sole-tenant will support per-core, per processor, and server 

with CAL based license models to take advantage of your prior software licensing investments.  

 

Right to Run Prior Versions 

Microsoft ΨŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

product30 The use rights for the licensed version will still apply.  

For example, you can purchase Windows server 2019 and downgrade to an earlier version of the product, such as 

Windows server 2016.  

GCP will allow you to run versions that are approaching the end of support or have reached the end of support. In this 

case you should work with Microsoft to ensure your Windows servers are covered with Extended Security Updates 

(ESU) available for purchase separately from Microsoft. Alternatively, you can opt to upgrade to a supported version 

released over your active Software Assurance period.   

If you have purchased Windows server virtual machine instances on-demand, GCP will not maintain images in the gallery 

after the end of support date. It is therefore recommended to download any required images and retain them in a 

private repository prior to end of support, or upgrade to the latest supported version. 

Summary Table  

The following table provides a high level summary of the BYOL changes for Windows server GCP sole-tenant. Please 

refer to the Microsoft Product Terms for more information.  

 

* If you are using software under subscription licenses you are bound to the new terms on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade 
to a version of software made available on or after October 1, 2019. 
Ϟ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ нлмфΣ ƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ new license after that date, you are required 
to follow the updated outsourcing terms. 

 
30 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ¢ŜǊƳǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, Page 7 of 122. 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products


 

  

 

 

 

Microsoft Licensing Guide for Google Cloud Platform 

© 2020 SoftwareONE. All Rights Reserved Page 14 of 43 
 

SQL SERVER 

There are two available options to deploy SQL server on GCP: virtual machine instances and sole-tenant nodes31.  

Virtual Machine instances: SQL server per-core licenses are included in the cost of the Windows server instances 

purchased on-demand. Whether you bring your existing SQL server images to run on VM instances, or use the pre-built 

images available in GCP. 

GCP provides images with Microsoft SQL server preinstalled on Windows server. For these SQL server images, GCP 

manages the license for both Windows server and SQL server, and includes the cost in your monthly bill. Create 

instances with SQL server and scale to large multi-node configurations when you need them. 

Customers with SQL server licenses that are eligible for License Mobility with active Software Assurance can assign their 

licenses to virtual machine instances in GCP shared tenancy.  

Sole-tenant nodes: GCP will also enable you to bring your own licensing (BYOL) for SQL server with your own images to 

GCP sole tenant and remain compliant for Microsoft licensing, subject to the updated outsourcer licensing terms32 for 

Listed Providers.  

Updated Outsourcing Terms  

For SQL server licenses acquired on or after October 1, 2019, use on GCP sole-tenant is not permitted unless you have 

active Software Assurance or equivalent subscription rights, and you opt to leverage License Mobility through Software 

Assurance benefit.  

However, customers who are eligible under the following eligibility criteria, can continue to bring their existing licenses 

to GCP sole-tenant without a requirement for active Software Assurance:  

Existing Licenses  

 For SQL server licenses acquired before October 1, 2019 are permitted, subject to the Product Terms in effect 

when those licenses were acquired.33 This enables customers to continue to assign their existing licenses for 

versions released before October 1, 2019 with or without active Software Assurance.  

 For SQL server licenses acquired under existing enrollments with an effective date prior to October 1, 2019 but 

acquired after October 1, 2019 under the Enterprise Agreement (EA) True-up order process, for any product 

version released prior to October 1, 2019 can also be assigned34 with or without active Software Assurance. 

Software Assurance Renewal   

 If you are using software under a perpetual licenses, for example acquired under an Enterprise Agreement 

(EA), or Server Cloud Enrollment (SCE), renewal of SA for perpetual licenses will not affect your perpetual use 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǳǘǎƻǳǊŎŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ 

dedicated to your sole organization35.  

Subscription Renewal   

 If you are using software under subscription volume agreement, for example under an Enterprise Agreement 

Subscription (EAS), or subscribe to licenses under a Server Cloud Enrollment, you are bound to the new terms 

on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade to a version of software made available on or after 

October 1, 2019. Customers that maintain an active subscription will continue to be able to assign SQL server 

licenses to GCP sole-tenant over the original subscription term.   

 
31 For brevity, this document will refer to both GCP sole-tenant and Google Cloud VMware Engine  services collectively as sole-tenant for the 

purposes of Microsoft licensing considerations for dedicated host cloud services. 
32 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 
33 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 2019. Here 
34 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
35 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 

https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/ms-licensing
https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/#sql_server
http://aka.ms/listedproviders
http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Fdownload.microsoft.com%2Fdownload%2F7%2F9%2Fb%2F79bd917e-760b-48b6-a266-796b3e47c47a%2FAuthorized_Mobility_Partners.pdf
http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Fdownload.microsoft.com%2Fdownload%2F7%2F9%2Fb%2F79bd917e-760b-48b6-a266-796b3e47c47a%2FAuthorized_Mobility_Partners.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
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 You will not be permitted to assign your SQL server licenses to GCP sole-tenant without maintaining active 

Software Assurance, or an equivalent subscription - ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ Ψōǳȅ-ƻǳǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

perpetual license is completed at the end of a subscription term, and Software Assurance (SA) was not 

subsequently purchased and maintained.  

Planning to Upgrade Version 

 If you elect to upgrade to a new version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version 

under the updated outsourcing terms. You will not be permitted to assign your SQL server licenses to GCP sole-

tenant for those upgraded servers without maintaining active Software Assurance, or equivalent subscription 

ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΦ  

New License Purchase 

 If you elect to purchase a new license on or after October 1, 2019, you are required to follow the updated 

outsourcing terms. You will not be permitted to assign your SQL server licenses to GCP sole-tenant unless you 

have active Software Assurance or equivalent subscription rights to leverage license mobility rights.  

If you do not have eligible SQL server licenses or if you plan to run the latest versions of Windows server released after 

October 1, 2019, you can also purchase SQL server instances on GCP sole-tenant. 

Software Assurance 

Virtual Machine Instances - Software Assurance is required to bring your own licenses  to dedicated instances in Google 

/ƭƻǳŘ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ36 for Google Cloud Platform allows you to deploy eligible 

Microsoft Application Servers on Google Cloud Platform using your existing application server licenses. You are required 

to maintain active Software Assurance for SQL server licenses, or SQL server Core licenses37 ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ 

through {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ƻƴ D/t ǎƘŀǊŜŘ-tenancy.  

Sole-tenant ς  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǳǎŜ όǎŜŜ Ψ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ 
hǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳǎΩ ŀōƻǾŜύ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ D/P sole-tenant via License 
Mobility, by maintaining active Software Assurance, or an equivalent subscription. 

 

If new versions were released since your original license purchase, active Software Assurance coverage over that period 
would permit upgrade to released versions in mainstream or extended support. This would avoid the additional 
ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎΩ38. However, it may be beneficial to maintain active Software 
!ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ software versions are released39 and to leverage Software 
Assurance Benefits. 

 

Software Assurance renewal does not affect your perpetual use rights for existing versions40. If you upgrade to a new 
version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version under the updated outsourcing terms 
and maintain active Software Assurance, or an equivalent subscription.  

 

GCP sole-tenant is still ideal for leveraging licenses where active Software Assurance has not been maintained, or 

licenses were purchased without Software Assurance, and are eligible for assignment to GCP sole-tenant, subject to the 

updated outsourcing terms. Additionally, sole-tenant will support per-core, per processor, and server with CAL based 

license models to take advantage of your prior software licensing investments. 

 
36 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǎ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 94 of 122 
37 The requirements by product and licensed model are in a table - the Microsoft Product Terms, February 2019, page 86 of 122. 
38 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΩ here  
39 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 87 of 122. 
40 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here  

https://cloud.google.com/compute/disks-image-pricing
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/cloud-platform/extended-security-updates
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights


 

  

 

 

 

Microsoft Licensing Guide for Google Cloud Platform 

© 2020 SoftwareONE. All Rights Reserved Page 16 of 43 
 

Fail-over Use Right 

Microsoft first introduced extended use rights for passive fail-over within public clouds, as a Software Assurance benefit 

from SQL server 201441.   

Virtual Machine Instances - When Software Assurance is active on the licensed primary SQL server, you are also granted 

fail-over rights.42 Fail-over user rights allow a fail-over instance on qualifying shared servers in anticipation of a fail-over 

event. This is not supported when licenses are purchased on-demand from GCP.  

Under this important Software Assurance Benefit, you may run a fail-over instance on the GCP shared tenancy server 

in anticipation of a fail-over event43.  

Customers will not need to assign additional SQL server licenses for the fail-over instance but will need to acquire 

Windows server virtual machine instances from GCP shared tenancy. 

If the licensed primary active instance is on GCP shared tenancy servers, the passive instance is also required to run on 

GCP shared tenancy servers. Please be aware that Microsoft does not intend the fail-over use right to be used for on-

premises to 3rd party shared tenancy fail-over. 

Sole-Tenant - If the licensed primary active instance is on a dedicated GCP sole-tenant, the fail-over instance is also 

required to run on dedicated hardware. Software Assurance for SQL server permits passive failover and movement 

between dedicated hosts.  

Fail-over servers for Disaster Recovery - If you have licenses for SQL server 2019, for each primary active instance under 

active Software Assurance, one permitted fail-over instance can be used for high availability44 in GCP sole-tenant, and, 

one45 permitted fail-over instance specifically for disaster recovery purposes46.  

Microsoft have improved published guidance on disaster recovery for SQL server in the Microsoft Product Terms47. This 

includes support for maintenance related operations for any permitted fail-over instance to perform: 

 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ƻǊ Ψ/ƘŜŎƪŘōΩ 

 Log Back-ups 

 Full Back-ups 

 Monitoring resource and usage data 

Microsoft requires that fail-over instances used for disaster recovery must be asynchronous and manual and may not 

serve SQL server data to users or devices or otherwise run active SQL server workloads.  

These extended fail-over rights require Software Assurance for both the licensed server(s) and CALs, if any, and do not 

apply If you elect to deploy SQL server under License Mobility through Software Assurance48to GCP shared tenancy.  

Fail-over scenarios can be complex, so it is recommended to refer to the Microsoft Product Terms and the SQL server 

Licensing Guide for more information.  

 

 

 
41 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, December 2015, page 6 & 81 of 91. άCustomer may run passive fail-over Instances on the qualifying 

shared servers in anticipation of a fail-over eventέ 
42 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ΨCŀƛƭ-hǾŜǊ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, February 2019, page 31 of 122. 
43 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ΨCŀƛƭ-hǾŜǊ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Microsoft Product Terms, February 2019, page 95 of 122. 
44 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ΨCŀƛƭ-hǾŜǊ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, February 2019, page 31 of 122. 
45 άtǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {! ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ 5ƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ όƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ !ȊǳǊŜύΣ ŀƴŘ any additional 

secondary Disaster Recovery servers mǳǎǘ ōŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ {v[ {ŜǊǾŜǊέ wŜŦΥ SQL server Licensing Guide 
46 άIƛƎƘ !Ǿŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ǉassive replica setup as synchronous replica with automated failover. Disaster Recovery replica is defined 

ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ǎŜǘǳǇ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǎȅƴŎƘǊƻƴƻǳǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦŀƛƭƻǾŜǊΦέ wŜŦΥ SQL server Licensing Guide 
47 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ΨCŀƛƭ-hǾŜǊ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, February 2019, page 31 of 122. 
48 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, Page 31 of 122. 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://download.microsoft.com/download/6/6/0/66078040-86d8-4f6e-b0c5-e9919bbcb537/SQL%20Server%202019%20Licensing%20guide.pdf
https://download.microsoft.com/download/6/6/0/66078040-86d8-4f6e-b0c5-e9919bbcb537/SQL%20Server%202019%20Licensing%20guide.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://download.microsoft.com/download/6/6/0/66078040-86d8-4f6e-b0c5-e9919bbcb537/SQL%20Server%202019%20Licensing%20guide.pdf
https://download.microsoft.com/download/6/6/0/66078040-86d8-4f6e-b0c5-e9919bbcb537/SQL%20Server%202019%20Licensing%20guide.pdf
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
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Right to Run Prior Versions 

aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ΨŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ {v[ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ version of the same 

product.49 For example, you can purchase SQL server 2019 and downgrade to an earlier version of the product, such as 

SQL server 2014. The use rights for the licensed version still apply.50 

GCP will enable you to run versions that are approaching the end of support or have reached the end of support. In this 

case you should work with Microsoft to ensure your SQL servers are covered with Extended Security Updates (ESU) 

available for purchase separately from Microsoft. Alternatively, you can opt to upgrade to a supported version in 

mainstream or extended support made generally available under your license Software Assurance coverage period.  

If you have purchased SQL server instances on-demand, GCP will not maintain images in the gallery after the end of 

support date. It is therefore recommended to download any required images and retain them in a private repository 

prior to end of support, or upgrade to the latest supported version.  

License Reporting  

When you bring your own licensing to GCP, you are still responsible for all reporting and compliance obligations under 

your volume licensing agreement regardless of the physical location of the hardware upon which the software is used.  

When using Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣΩ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

Microsoft to confirm that you have the eligible licenses with active Software Assurance. To start the verification process 

and review additional details, go to the Microsoft License Mobility verification form in the GCP Console. 

This is required for all workloads of eligible Microsoft Application Server products, as defined in the Microsoft Product 

Terms, including but not limited to: Microsoft SQL server, Microsoft Exchange, Microsoft SharePoint server, Microsoft 

Skype for Business server, Microsoft System Center, RDS CAL, BizTalk Server. 

Sole-tenant ς GCP provides reporting on the physical processors and physical cores, the total number of VM instances 

and containers running SQL server on the host machine, and the number of virtual cores assigned to the VMs to allow 

you to keep track of licensable resources on the dedicated host.     

You can elect to license each individual VM, or container, based on the number of virtual cores51 assigned to the VM or 

container supporting SQL server on the sole-tenant for SQL server Standard Edition or SQL server Enterprise Edition 

based on the version deployed. (Microsoft has a minimum requirement to license 4 cores for each individual VM, or 

container running SQL server).  

Alternatively, notwithstanding the updated outsourcing terms, when your sole-tenant is appropriately licensed with 

SQL Enterprise Edition with active Software Assurance, for all physical cores on the server, this will support an 

unlimited number of SQL virtual machines instances to run on the licensed host. (Please see section below ά[ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜύΦ  

If you elect to bring your own licensing for SQL servers purchased on a Server/CAL model, then this would also require 

SQL server CALs for the total number of users or devices that directly or indirectly access the SQL server.  

Sole-tenant is a dedicated server, and thus you are eligible to leverage perpetual licenses where Software Assurance is 

active, but not maintained, or licenses were purchased without Software Assurance, subject to the updated outsourcing 

terms. Additionally, sole-tenant will support per-core, per processor, and server with CAL based license models to take 

advantage of your prior software licensing investments.  

Virtual Machine Instances - Software Assurance is required to bring your own licenses to  dedicated instances in GCP 

shared tenancy.   

 
49 There is a useful Microsoft licensing brief on downgrade rights available here. 
50 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ¢ŜǊƳǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms April 2020, Page 7 of 122. 
51 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ{ŜǊǾŜǊ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ όǇŜǊ ŎƻǊŜύΩ ς Item 2 ς [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ōȅ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ h{9Ω ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 11 of 

122. 
 

https://console.cloud.google.com/compute/settings/ms-license-verification
http://download.microsoft.com/download/6/8/9/68964284-864d-4a6d-aed9-f2c1f8f23e14/Downgrade_Rights.pdf
http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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You must license each individual VM, or container, based on the number of virtual cores52 assigned to the SQL VM 

instance or container on the sole-tenant for SQL server Standard Edition or SQL server Enterprise Edition, based on the 

version deployed.  

Alternatively, for SQL server Standard Edition only, you can elect to license your individual VM or container running SQL 

server on Server/CAL model.  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms for 

the detailed licensing requirements for bringing your licenses to shared servers on GCP.  

You are responsible for all of the reporting and compliance obligations under your volume licensing agreement 

regardless of the physical location of the hardware upon which the software is used.  

Please refer to your Microsoft Volume Agreement and binding contractual documents for additional information on 

reporting your licensing requirements to Microsoft.   

Containers  

For shared tenancy or sole-tenant servers, the required SQL server core licenses are assigned to the individual container, 

and both individual VM and container are considered the same from a licensing perspective. This is the only licensing 

model available when licensing with SQL server Standard Edition. 

Alternatively, notwithstanding the updated outsourcing terms, when your sole-tenant is appropriately licensed with 

SQL Enterprise Edition with active Software Assurance, for all physical cores on the server, this will support an unlimited 

number of containers to run on the licensed host.  

Licensing for Maximum Virtualization  

Sole-tenant is a dedicated host offering that provides a commercial benefit in licensing your sole-tenant(s) with SQL 

server Enterprise Edition and active Software Assurance. This will support an unlimited number53 of SQL server VM 

instances and containers54 to run on the licensed host. This approach can be advantageous when you have a higher 

number of SQL server VM instances or containers running on the sole-tenant node and elect to license the physical 

cores of the host server.  

 For SQL server licenses acquired prior to October 1, 2019, with Software Assurance you can leverage unlimited 

virtualization with SQL Server Enterprise Edition on GCP sole-tenant.  

 For SQL server licenses acquired after October 1, 2019, you will not have unlimited virtualization rights on GCP 

sole-tenant55Φ όtƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ψ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ hǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳǎΩ ŀōƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜύΦ 

 If a SQL server instance for a version released on or after October 1, 2019, is subsequently deployed on GCP 

sole-tenant, you will no longer have unlimited virtualization rights on GCP sole-tenant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
52 Microsoft hŀǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ п ƭƛŎŜƴǎŀōƭŜ ŎƻǊŜǎ ǇŜǊ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩΣ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, 

April 2020, Page 95 of 122). 
53 Please refer to Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 31 of 122. 
54 For more information on licensing containers, please refer to the SQL Server 2019 Licensing Guide 
55 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 

http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://download.microsoft.com/download/6/6/0/66078040-86d8-4f6e-b0c5-e9919bbcb537/SQL%20Server%202019%20Licensing%20guide.pdf
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
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Summary Table  

The following table provides a high level summary of the BYOL changes for SQL server GCP sole-tenant. Please refer to 

the Microsoft Product Terms for more information.  

 

* If you are using software under subscription licenses you are bound to the new terms on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade 
to a version of software made available on or after October 1, 2019. 
Ϟ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ нлмфΣ ƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ date, you are required 
to follow the updated outsourcing terms. 
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MICROSOFT APPLICATION SERVERS 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ΨaƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾŜǊΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ {v[ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ 

Exchange, Microsoft Skype for Business Server, Microsoft SharePoint server, or Microsoft System Center servers, 

Dynamics CRM for customer service and sales applications56. 

There are two available options to deploy Microsoft Application Servers on GCP: virtual machine instances and sole-

tenant nodes.  

Virtual Machine Instances - Software Assurance is required to bring your own licenses to shared tenancy Windows 

ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ DƻƻƎƭŜ /ƭƻǳŘ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ57 for Google Cloud Platform 

allows you to deploy eligible Microsoft Application Servers using your existing application server licenses and server 

images.  

You are required to maintain active Software Assurance for eligible licenses to leverage License Mobility through 

Software Assurance benefit on Google Compute Engine.  

Sole-tenant - GCP will also enable you to bring your own licensing (BYOL) for Microsoft Application Servers with your 

own images to GCP sole tenant and remain compliant for Microsoft licensing, subject to the updated outsourcer 

licensing terms58 for Listed Providers.  

Updated Outsourcing Terms  

For Microsoft Application Server licenses acquired on or after October 1, 2019, use on GCP sole-tenant is not permitted 

unless you have active Software Assurance or equivalent subscription rights, and you opt to leverage License Mobility. 

However, customers who are eligible under the following eligibility criteria, can continue to bring their existing licenses 

to GCP sole-tenant without a requirement for active Software Assurance:  

Existing Licenses  

 Use of existing versions of products licensed before October 1, 2019 are permitted subject to the Product 

Terms in effect when those licenses were acquired.59 This enables customers to continue to assign their existing 

licenses for versions released before October 1, 2019 with or without active Software Assurance.  

 Licenses acquired under existing enrollments with an effective date prior to October 1, 2019 but acquired after 

October 1, 2019 under the Enterprise Agreement (EA) True-up order process, for any product version released 

prior to October 1, 2019, can also be assigned60 with or without active Software Assurance. 

Software Assurance Renewal   

 If you are using software under a perpetual licenses, for example acquired under an Enterprise Agreement 

(EA), or Server Cloud Enrollment (SCE), renewal of SA for perpetual licenses will not affect your perpetual use 

rights for existing versions and will remain cƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǳǘǎƻǳǊŎŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ 

dedicated to your sole organization61.  

Subscription Renewal   

 If you are using software under subscription volume agreement, for example under an Enterprise Agreement 

Subscription (EAS), or subscribe to licenses under a Server Cloud Enrollment, you are bound to the new terms 

on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade to a version of software made available on or after 

 
56 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms April 2020, for a complete list of eligible products  
57 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǎ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 94 of 122. 
58 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎrosoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 
59 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here  
60 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
61 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 

https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/ms-licensing
https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/ms-licensing
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/licensing-programs/software-assurance-license-mobility?activetab=software-assurance-license-mobility-pivot%3aprimaryr2
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/licensing-programs/software-assurance-license-mobility?activetab=software-assurance-license-mobility-pivot%3aprimaryr2
http://aka.ms/listedproviders
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
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October 1, 2019. Customers that maintain an active subscription will continue to be able to assign Microsoft 

Application Server licenses to GCP sole-tenant.  

 You will not be permitted to assign your Microsoft Application Server licenses to GCP sole-tenant without 

maintaining active Software Assurance, or an equivalent subscription - this could apply to scenarios where a 

Ψōǳȅ-ƻǳǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳōǎcription term, and Software Assurance (SA) 

was not subsequently purchased and maintained.  

Planning to Upgrade Version 

 If you elect to upgrade to a new version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version 

under the updated outsourcing terms. You will not be permitted to assign your Microsoft Application Server 

licenses to GCP sole-tenant for those upgraded servers without maintaining active Software Assurance, or 

equivalent subscription rights to leverage license mobility rights.    

New License Purchase 

 If you elect to purchase a new license on or after October 1, 2019, you are required to follow the updated 

outsourcing terms. You will not be permitted to assign your Microsoft Application Server licenses to GCP sole-

tenant unless you have active Software Assurance or equivalent subscription rights to leverage license mobility 

rights.  

Software Assurance 

Virtual Machine Instances - Software Assurance is required to bring your own licenses  to dedicated instances in Google 

Cloud PlatfoǊƳΦ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ62 allows you to deploy eligible Microsoft Application 

Servers on Google Cloud Platform using your existing application server licenses and server images. 

Sole-tenant ς  If your organization is unable to take advantage of the eligibility criteria for permitted use (see section 
Ψ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ hǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳǎΩ ŀōƻǾŜύ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ D/t ǎƻƭŜ-tenant via 
License Mobility, by maintaining active Software Assurance, or an equivalent subscription. 

 

Software Assurance renewal does not affect your perpetual use rights for existing versions63. If you upgrade to a new 
version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version under the updated outsourcing terms 
and maintain active Software Assurance, or an equivalent subscription.  

 

GCP will enable you to run versions that are approaching the end of support or have reached the end of support, or you 
can opt to upgrade to a supported version in mainstream or extended support available under your license Software 
Assurance coverage period.  

 

If new versions were released since your original license purchase, active Software Assurance coverage over that period 
would permit upgrade to released versions in mainstream or extended support. It is beneficial to maintain active 
{ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ64 and to leverage 
Software Assurance Benefits. 

 

If you have purchased Microsoft application server instances on-demand, GCP will not maintain images in the gallery 
after the end of support date. It is therefore recommended to download any required images and retain them in a 
private repository prior to end of support, or upgrade to the latest supported version.  

 

 
62 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǎ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 94 of 122 
63 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 

 
64 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 87 of 122. Here 

https://cloud.google.com/compute/docs/instances/windows/ms-licensing
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
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GCP sole-tenant is ideal for leveraging licenses where active Software Assurance has not been maintained, or licenses 

were purchased without Software Assurance, and are eligible for assignment to GCP sole-tenant, subject to the updated 

outsourcing terms.  

License Reporting  

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ  ǘƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ 

in GCP shared-tenancy and GCP sole-tenant. In this scenario, you are responsible for disclosing new license assignments 

used in GCP to Microsoft.  

²ƘŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣΩ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

Microsoft to confirm that you have the eligible licenses with active Software Assurance. To start the verification process 

and review additional details, go to the Microsoft License Mobility verification form in the GCP Console. 

This is required for all workloads of eligible Microsoft Server products, as defined in the Microsoft Product Terms, 

including but not limited to: Microsoft SQL server, Microsoft Exchange, Microsoft SharePoint, Microsoft Skype for 

Business, Microsoft System Center, RDS CAL, BizTalk Server and eligible Dynamics products.  

You are responsible for all of the reporting and compliance obligations under your volume licensing agreement 

regardless of the physical location of the hardware upon which the software is used.  

Please refer to your Microsoft Volume Agreement and binding contractual documents for additional information on 

reporting your licensing requirements to Microsoft.   

 

  

https://console.cloud.google.com/compute/settings/ms-license-verification
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DEVELOPER LICENSING OPTIONS 

Visual Studio subscriptions - can be a practical approach to secure test and development use rights for Microsoft 

platform software like Windows Desktop OS, Windows server, and SQL server. 

Visual Studio subscriptions while having a per-developer subscription model, can be cost effective for addressing non-

production use for test, development and user acceptance testing. Visual Studio subscriptions support previous and 

current versions of SQL server and both Editions (Standard and Enterprise). Additionally, previous and current versions 

of Windows server and Windows Desktop OS are supported with eligible Visual Studio subscriptions.  

 

Sole-tenant - Visual Studio subscriptions are eligible to be used with GCP sole-tenant for development and test purposes 

in non-production environments for licenses acquired prior to October 1, 2019 for the term of their subscription.  

Visual Studio subscriber software may no longer be run on dedicated hosted cloud services such as GCP sole-tenant of 

October 1, 201965. 

For Visual Studio subscriptions, you are bound to the new updated outsourcing terms upon renewal of your 

subscription.  

For licenses acquired on or after October 1, 2019, Visual Studio subscriber software may no longer be run on GCP sole-

tenant as of October 1, 2019 under Visual Studio subscriptions.  

 

Virtual Machine Instances -  Visual Studio subscriptions are not suitable for shared tenancy66 instances on GCP.  

Developer licensing can be complex, so it is recommended to refer to the Microsoft Product Terms and the Visual Studio 

Licensing Whitepaper for more information. 

 

SQL Developer Edition - is a free download and eligible for deployment in both sole-tenant and shared tenancy on GCP.  

SQL Developer Edition can enable developers to install and access an unlimited number of SQL Developer Edition 

instances, and includes the same functionality included with SQL server Enterprise edition.  

TherŜ ŀǊŜ ΨŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 

provide down-edition rights. You cannot run a different edition of SQL server in-place of Developer Edition.  

Please be aware that SQL server Developer Edition does not include a licensed Windows server OS for development and 

would need to be covered separately. 

 

 

  

 
65 Please refer to the Visual Studio Licensing Whitepaper March 2020, Page 15 of 34 - άƻƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ оrd ǇŀǊǘȅέ 
66 Please refer to the Visual Studio Licensing Whitepaper March 2020, Page 13 of 34 - άƻƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ оrd ǇŀǊǘȅέ 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Visual-Studio-Licensing-Whitepaper-Mar-2020.pdf
https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Visual-Studio-Licensing-Whitepaper-Mar-2020.pdf
https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Visual-Studio-Licensing-Whitepaper-Mar-2020.pdf
https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Visual-Studio-Licensing-Whitepaper-Mar-2020.pdf
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WINDOWS DESKTOP OPERATING SYSTEM 

Google will enable you to bring your own licensing for Windows Desktop Operating System to GCP sole-tenant67 and 

remain compliant for Microsoft licensing, subject to the updated outsourcer licensing terms68 for Listed Providers. 

²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ 5ŜǎƪǘƻǇ h{ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ōǊƛƴging your own licenses to a multi-tenant 

environment, so we only recommend assignment to our sole-tenant offering. Windows Desktop OS licenses can only 

be assigned to physically dedicated sole-tenant hosts, subject to the updated outsourcing terms.  

Updated Outsourcing Terms  

For Windows Desktop OS volume licenses acquired on or after October 1, 2019, use on GCP sole-tenant is permitted 

under Windows VDA E3 or E5 user subscription licenses69.   

Existing Licenses  

 Use of existing versions of products licensed before October 1, 2019 are permitted subject to the Product 

Terms in effect when those licenses were acquired.70 This enables customers to continue to assign their existing 

licenses for versions released before October 1, 2019 during their existing enrollment term71.  

o This would include Windows 10 E3 and E5 User Subscription Licenses, Windows VDA E3 and E5 User 

Subscription Licenses, Windows 10 Enterprise SA per device licenses, or Virtual Desktop Access per 

device subscription licenses.  

 Licenses acquired under existing enrollments with an effective date prior to October 1, 2019 but acquired after 

October 1, 2019 under the Enterprise Agreement (EA) True-up order process, for any product version released 

prior to October 1, 2019, can also be assigned for their existing enrollment term.72  

Software Assurance Renewal   

 As an exception, customers renewing Windows Enterprise SA between October 1, 2019 and October 1, 2020, 

will have until October 1, 2020 to continue to run existing Windows virtual instances73, before requiring 

assignment of Windows VDA E3 or E5 user subscription licenses.  

Subscription Renewal   

 If you are using software under subscription volume agreement, for example under an Enterprise Agreement 

Subscription (EAS), you are bound to the new terms on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an 

upgrade to a version of software made available on or after October 1, 201974.  

 

 As an exception, customers renewing Windows Enterprise E3 or E5 user subscriptions between October 1, 

2019 and October 1, 2020, will have until October 1, 2020 to continue to run existing Windows virtual 

instances75, before requiring assignment of  Windows VDA E3 or E5 user subscription licenses.  

 

 

 
67 Sole-tenant is a single-tenant server that is dedicated to one GCP account.  
68 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122 
69 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 47 of 122. 
70 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
71 άYou can continue to use Windows Enterprise under your current Software Assurance coverage or user subscription licenses; however, at 

renewal, your option to deploy Windows Enterprise on a Listed PrƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ±5! 9оκ9р όǇŜǊ ǳǎŜǊύέΦ wŜŦΥ 
Microsoft Website  
72 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
73 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 47 of 122. 
74 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǳŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Here 
75 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 47 of 122. 

http://aka.ms/listedproviders
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/news/updated-licensing-rights-for-dedicated-cloud
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://aka.ms/outsourcerights
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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Planning to Upgrade Version 

 If you elect to upgrade to a new version released on or after October 1, 2019, you must deploy that new version 

under the updated outsourcing terms. You will only be permitted to assign your Windows VDA E3 or E5 user 

subscription licenses to GCP sole-tenant.   

New License Purchase 

 If you elect to purchase a new license on or after October 1, 2019, you are required to follow the updated 

outsourcing terms, and restrictions for assignment of the new licenses to GCP sole-tenant acquired after that 

date will apply. It is recommended to purchase Windows VDA E3 or E5 user subscription licenses going forward.  

Assigning a License 

Before you bring your own Windows Desktop OS images to GCP, you must first assign a Windows VDA E3 or E5 user 

subscription license to the end-ǳǎŜǊΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ άƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǳǎŜǊέΦ 

¢ƻ ΨŀǎǎƛƎƴΩ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀn eligible user that can access the Windows Desktop OS 

in a virtual machine.  

Running Windows Remotely 

You can bring your own Windows 7, Windows 8.1, or Windows 10 desktop and run it on GCP sole-tenant and remain 

license compliant. Under the assigned eligible volume license, you may access Windows Desktop OS remotely in a virtual 

machine as a benefit of Software Assurance76 or an equivalent subscription - this extended use right is included in the 

Virtual Desktop Access subscription. 

GCP will ensure isolation of the hardware and other resources to make sure it remains fully dedicated to your use.77 

GCP will not support two customers to share the same set of resources, such as hardware or storage for the term of 

your subscription. 

Selecting a License Model 

VDA78 User Subscription Licenses ς Under this licensing model, remote use of the Windows desktop OS deployed on a 

GCP sole-tenŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǳǎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ΨǇǊƛƳŀǊȅΩ ǳǎŜǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ-

ǳǎŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎΩ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ h{ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΦ  

VDA Add-On for Microsoft 365 E3 or E5 User Subscription Licenses ς Under this licensing model, available to customers 

that purchase through an Enterprise Agreement, or Enterprise Agreement Subscription, a customer with ΨVDA Add-On 

for M365 E3/E5 (SL)Ω may remotely use of the Window desktop OS deployed on dedicated servers.  

The Microsoft Product terms states ά /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ±5! 9о ŀƴŘ 9р [ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ¦ǎŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳƻǘŜƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ wŜƳƻǘŜ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ [ƛǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ǳǎŜΦέ79 

Microsoft guidance is that - this SKU provides the full value of Windows VDA at a lower price for users licensed with 

Microsoft 365 E3 or E5. The VDA add-on allows Microsoft 365 E3/E5 users to access Windows Enterprise VDI on 

ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ vǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ όvh{ύΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ 

a M365 E3/E5 user whose primary device is a thin client or Mac. (Note: This is not intended to address shared device 

scenarios). 

This September 2019 Product Terms update80 allows customers to assign Microsoft 365 user subscription licenses to 

any user, regardless of ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ81. Microsoft also re-ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ оср 9о ŀƴŘ 9р ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

 
76 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 47 of 122 
77 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ уΦ άhǳǘǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 7 of 122. 
78 Ψ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ 5ŜǎƪǘƻǇ !ŎŎŜǎǎΩ ό±5!ύΦ 
79 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2019, page 37 of 122.  
80 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, September 2019, page 5 of 117 
81 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, September 2019, page 5 of 117.  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
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Windows Virtual Desktop on Azure. Microsoft 365 E3 and E5 does not include the virtualization rights required to access 

Windows Enterprise VDI. VDA adds these virtualization rights82.   

Volume Agreement  

You can acquire Windows VDA E3 and E5 licenses via several Microsoft Volume Agreements, but excludes the Microsoft 

Cloud Agreement83. Please be aware that Windows Desktop OS licensed via a Microsoft Cloud Agreement (MCA)84 

cannot be assigned to GCP and affected customers should purchase Windows VDA user subscription licenses via a 

separate Volume Agreement. 

Software Assurance 

Under the assigned volume license, you may access Windows Desktop OS remotely in a virtual machine as a benefit of 

Software Assurance for Windows or an equivalent subscription. It is recommended to maintain active Software 

!ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ Ǿƛŀ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ±5! ǳǎŜǊ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ 

software versions are released,85 and other Software Assurance Benefits. 

Right to Run Prior Versions   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨŘƻǿƴƎǊŀŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΩΣ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

downgrade to any prior version of the same product.86 The use rights for the licensed version will still apply.  

For example, you may downgrade Windows 10 Enterprise to Windows 8.1 Enterprise, or Windows 7 Enterprise.  

When purchased under a Microsoft Cloud Agreement (MCA), the right to run or install a prior version of Windows is not 

permitted.87 The program also does not permit remote access of Windows Desktop OS in a virtual machine on Google 

Cloud Platform88.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
82 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, and confirm with your Microsoft representative as required - ά/ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ±5! 9о ŀƴŘ 9р [ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ 

Users may remotely access Windows software under thesŜ wŜƳƻǘŜ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ [ƛǎǘŜŘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ 

useέ Ref: Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 47 of 122. 

83 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms for a list of volume agreements Windows VDA can be purchased (Ref: Microsoft Product Terms, April 

2020, Pages 42 of 122. The agreement is commonly referred to as Cloud Solution Provider (CSP) agreement.  
84 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms for the use restrictions for Microsoft Cloud Agreement (Ref: Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, 

Page 47 of 122).  
85 aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊǎ ΨbŜǿ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ Product Terms, April 2020, page 87 of 122. 
86 There is a useful Microsoft licensing brief on downgrade rights available here. 
87 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms for the use restrictions for Microsoft Cloud Agreement -  άThis provision does not apply to SLs 

acquired under the Microsoft Cloud Agreement and Microsoft Customer Agreementέ (Ref: Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, Page 47 of 122). 
88 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms for the use restrictions for Microsoft Cloud Agreement (Ref: Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, 

Page 47 of 122). 

http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
http://download.microsoft.com/download/6/8/9/68964284-864d-4a6d-aed9-f2c1f8f23e14/Downgrade_Rights.pdf
http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
http://www.microsoftvolumelicensing.com/Downloader.aspx?documenttype=PT&lang=English
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Summary Table  

The following table provides a high level summary of the BYOL changes desktop licensing for GCP sole-tenant. Please 

refer to the Microsoft Product Terms for more information.  

 

* If you are using software under subscription licenses you are bound to the new terms on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade 

to a version of software made available on or after October 1, 2019. 

Ϟ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ нлмфΣ ƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀŦǘer that date, you are required 

to follow the updated outsourcing terms. 

§ As an exception, customers renewing Windows SA, or Windows Enterprise E3/E5 USLs between October 1, 2019 and October 1, 2020 will have until 

October 1, 2020 grace period  
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APPENDIX - SUMMARY TABLE  
 

The following table provides a high level summary of the BYOL changes for Listed Providers. This impacts GCP sole-

tenant and other equivalent dedicated host services provided by Google. Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms 

for more information.  

 

*This includes - {ƘŀǊŜtƻƛƴǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ {ƪȅǇŜ ŦƻǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŘǳŎǘ ¢ŜǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ Ψ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅΩ Ŝligible 

products for eligibility requirements. 

Ϟ If you are using software under subscription licenses you are bound to the new terms on the earlier of renewal of your subscription or an upgrade 

to a version of software made available on or after October 1, 2019. 

ϟ As an exception, for customers renewing SA after September 2019 but before October 2020, that used of software immediately prior October 1, 

2019 may use Licenses acquired after October 1, 2019 but before October 1, 2020 on that Listed Provider until September 30, 2020. PLease refer to 

the specific product terms for Windows Desktop OS89 and Office Professional Plus90 respectively. 

§ If you want to upgrade to a new product version released on or after October 1, 2019, or purchase a new license after that date, you are required 

to follow the updated outsourcing terms. 

|  Visual Studio subscriber software may no longer be run on dedicated hosted cloud services such as GCP sole-tenant of October 1, 201991.Customers 

can use software hosted by Google under the Services Provider License Agreement program (SPLA). 

ϡ CƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ нлмфΣ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǎƻƭŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭicensing use on your own 

on-ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ƻǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǳǘǎƻǳǊŎŜǊǎΩ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ  

 

 

  

 
89 Please refer to the Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 47 of 122  
90 Microsoft Product Terms, April 2020, page 24 of 122. 
91 Please refer to the Visual Studio Licensing Whitepaper March 2020, Page 15 of 34 - άƻƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ оrd ǇŀǊǘȅέ 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/product-licensing/products
https://visualstudio.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Visual-Studio-Licensing-Whitepaper-Mar-2020.pdf



























