
 
 
 

 

 

Candidate Guide 

Technical Virtual Interviews with Google Drawings 

We’ll be using Google Drawings for some of the design questions during your 
virtual interview. Please use the guide below to help you get familiar with Google 
Drawings and reach out to your recruiter if you have any additional questions.  
We understand this may be new for you, and want to provide as much support as 
we can. Thank you for your understanding and flexibility.  
 
Google Drawings is a free, web-based diagramming software developed by 
Google. It allows users to collaborate and work together in real time to create 
flowcharts, organizational charts, website wireframes, mind maps, concept 
maps, and other types of diagrams. 
 

 
 

Equipment you will need for your virtual interview 

● Laptop or computer. ​Google Meet​ (formerly called Hangouts Meet) supports most 
current operating systems  
(We don’t recommend you use Google Drawings on your phone; it’s easiest to navigate 
with a mouse or trackpad, on the large screen of a laptop or computer​)  

● Headset with a microphone (you’ll need this to be hands-free) 
● Web cam 
● Mouse (not required, but highly recommended) 
● Your smartphone nearby (for backup if there are issues with Google Meet audio) 
● Access to Google Drawings (​please click on the Shared Doc link from your confirmation 

email for the technical interview time slot)  
 

 
 

Accessibility 

If you have questions about using assistive technology in virtual interviews, check out ​this Help 
Center article​ on Accessibility in Google Docs, and ask your Recruiting Coordinator to put you in 
touch with a candidate accommodations team member if you need any additional support. 
We’re here to help! 
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https://support.google.com/meet#topic=7192926
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6282736?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/6282736?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en


 

 

 

Using Google Drawings during your interview 

● Don’t worry about having the correct shape to represent your design. 
Focus on answering the question. 

● When describing your design to the interviewer, click or select a group of 
objects so that they know what you are describing. 

● If you prefer to use pen and paper, let your interviewer know at the beginning of the 
session. We recommend practicing using pen and paper with your video set-up to  
ensure the other person can clearly see what you want to communicate. 

● Opening the Google Drawings Page:​ Once you open the Shared Doc link from your 
confirmation email: 

○ Navigate to the top left menu bar, click Insert → Drawing → New 

○ Be sure to share your screen with your interviewer through Google Meet. You can 
choose to present a “Chrome Tab” to ensure you are only displaying the 
appropriate Google Doc and nothing else on your device. 

 
 

Getting familiar with Google Drawings 

If you haven’t used Google Drawings before, we highly encourage you check out this  
tutorial video​ to get familiar with some of the basic functions ​before your interview ​and  
review these tips:  
 
Opening a canvas 

● In your browser, go to ​docs.google.com 
● If not already, sign in with your Google account  
● Create a blank document, or open an existing one 
● Press Insert > Drawing > New 

Adding a shape 
● In the top left, click the Shape menu option 
● Click on the shape you want to add 

Formatting a shape 
To start, on the canvas, click the shape, line, arrow, or text box that you want to change 

● Move a shape​: Drag it on the canvas 
● Resize a shape​: Drag the blue boxes at the corners; hold shift when dragging to maintain 

aspect ratio (i.e., to draw a perfect circle or square) 
● Rotate a line​: Drag the blue dots at the corners. You can also use this to rotate lines 
● Rotate a shape​: Drag the blue dot that’s outside of the shape. Hold Shift to rotate 15° at  

a time 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUhOzRz2eQY&feature=youtu.be
http://docs.google.com/


 

 

 

● Change fill color, line color, line thickness, or border/line style​: Use the buttons above 
the canvas  

● Put text inside a shape​: Double-click an enclosed shape and start typing​. ​Text cannot be 
added to arrows. If text is needed, add a text box and align it with an arrow. 

Adjusting canvas size 

● Click on the bottom right corner (you may need to zoom out to see this) 
● Drag the corner to the needed size  

Working with arrows / lines 
● Arrows are helpful to connect shapes and to show the flow of information 
● In the top left, click Insert > Lines for the list of options 
● Select a Line Object you’ve drawn to modify its look and head(s) 

 
 For more information on using Google Drawings, visit our ​support site​.  
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https://support.google.com/docs/answer/179740?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform=Desktop


 

 

 

Additional Resources 

Tutorial Videos 

Using Google Drawings for Virtual Technical Interviews 
 
 
 

About our Company 

Company - Google 

The Google story 

Life @ Google 

Google Developers 

Open Source Projects 

Github: Google Style Guide 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUhOzRz2eQY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.google.com/about/our-company/
https://www.google.com/about/our-story/
https://www.youtube.com/user/lifeatgoogle
https://developers.google.com/
https://opensource.google.com/projects
https://github.com/google/styleguide

